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Re Dallas alrtel to Bu dated 8/20/70. 
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On 9/17/7(j^PH^im^of the National League of 
Families of Prl soner| And .Ml ssing In J^ctlpiTin South East Asia, 
WDC advised that therm group does not maintain a master list ^?< 
of POWs and MI As exce pt the one t hat has been widely published 
In local newspapers. also advised that she has 

received no further Inromatlor^bout the adtlvitles of COLIFj 
then has already been reported, but that If any information 
comes to her attention she will liimediately contact WF0. 
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on 8/19/70 
Dallas, Texa s , 

12/69 and rode from the airport to th^i^tel with C0RAJWEISS. 
WEISS had lu st arrived from Hanoi. HHI^Bilso advised that 
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TO 


Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


SAC, ALES 


date: 


9/18/70 


ALEXANDRIA (100-373) -P- 


subject: 
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CO MMIT TEE OF LIAISON yiTH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN -DETAINED. JK . NOgQL-VIETN/M 
(C0LIFAM) . m 

IS- MISCELLANEOUS 9tS7f QV coHT*^ 

(OO : New York) ' 

Re MFO alrtel to the Bureau, 7/3/70, and 
Alexandria airtel to the Bureau, 7/6/70. 


The following offices of the headquarters for 
the casualty sections of the A rmy^ Navy, Marine Corps, and 
Air Force were contacted by SAfl|^taHB|^HH| for the 
purpose of ascertaining those ne5^^^^cI^o!^^^^ , s and 
MIA' s who have had personal contact with members of the 
captioned organization. 
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Next of kin of missing or captured Marines who have been communicated 
with by the Committee of Liaison: 



Inspector-Instructor 

Marine Corps Reserve Training Center 

495 Summer Street 

Boston, Mass. 02121 

Inspector- Instructor 
Naval and Marine Corps Reserve 
Training Center 
19th and Mission Streets 
San Jose, Calif. 95112 

Captain Faulkner 
Personal Affairs Officer 
MCAS, El Toro 
Santa Ana, Calif. 92709 

Captain Faulkner 
-Same- 


Commanding Officer 
Marine Barracks 
U. S . Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, Fla 32212 

Inspector-Instructor 
Naval and Marine Corps 1 Reserve 
Training Center 
Foot of West Washington Street 
East Peoria, 111.^62633 

Officer in Charge 

Marine Corps Recruiting Station 

30th and Fort Streets 

Omaha, Neb. 68111 



Commanding General 
Marine Corps Air Station 
Cherry Point, N. C. 28533 
(Casualty Assistance Officer) 



svCommandlng Officer 
£ MCAS , New River 

Jacksonville, N. C. 28540 
(Casualty Assistance Officer) 
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Continued : 










Commanding Officer 
Marine Corps Supply Center’ 
Albany, Georgia 31704 
(Casualty Assistance Officer) 

Inspector-Instructor 
Naval and Marine Corps Reserve 
Training Center 
7600 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Mich. 48214 
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Lt. Col through Mr. 

U. S. Army Milite^^Personnel , Missing & Captured 
ersons Unit, Casualty Division, located in Room GB-175, 
Forrestal Building, Washington, D. C., advised on 9/9/70, 
that there are no known next of kin of the 58 known Army 
P0W* s who might have been in contact with any members of 
COLIFAM. They explained that this was because all known 
Army P0W' s are being held in South Vietnam and are not, 
therefore, prisoners of the North Vietnamese but are captives 
of the Viet Cong which COLIFAM has not represented. The 
results of contact with Commander ROBERT S. BOROUGHS, U. S. 
Navy, Hoffman Building in Alexandria, Virginia, concerning 
Navy next of kin, were set forth in Alexandria airtel to 
Bureau dated 7/6/70. 


Reference is made to Anchorage letter to Bureau, 
7/20/70, and San Antonio letter to Bureau, 8/27/70, pertaining 
to the list of names of Air Force next of kin. Captain WALTER 
J. ELLIS, U. S. Navy, aide to Brigadier General DANIEL "CHAPPIE 11 
JAMES, JR., U. S. Air Force Public Affairs Office, located in 
Room 2E800, in the Pentagon Building, Arlington, Virginia, 
advised that this office does not maintain a list of names 



of next of kin who have had personal contact with members 
of COLIFAM. He referred investigating Agent to the 1127th 
Field Activ i ties Group at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Sergeant 

advised that his office would prepare a 
ie next of kin of Air Force personnel who have had 
I contact with COLIFAM after he couldconfei^with Randolph 
V Air Force Base in Texas. Sergeant advised that /_ 

of the 335 Air Force personnel who a^^ROw^ and MIA' s, 
there has never been a list compiled of their next of kin 
who have had personal contact with members of COLIFAM. 


In view of the specific Bureau instructions 
in this matter, Alexandria does not contemplate inter- 
viewing those next of kin as set out in San Antonio letter 
to Bureau 8/27/70. When the list of Air Force next of kin 
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who have had contact with COLIFAM is obtained, it will 
be forwarded to the Bureau and 00 for their consideration 
is setting forth additional leads which are germane to 
this matter. 


ALEXANDRIA 


VIRGINIA 


locate and interview Mr 


and whose office phone 
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Report of; 
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Field Office File I: 
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Office; 


Bureau File i: 


COLUMBIA 

100-457899 


COMMITTEE OP LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 


INTERNAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS; 
REGISTRATION ACT 


SyaoptU: 


The following wives of POW's in North Vietnam were 
interviewed : 




Sumter, S. TTT 






Also inte rviewed was Mrs. 

ither of 
who i s' 

above individuals have received 
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correspondence from COLIFAM and, through the efforts of 
COLIFAM, have received one or more letters from their POW 
relatives. Photo copies of COLIFAM correspondence 
received from these individuals obtdned and included in 
the report. 


- KUU - 


DETAILS; 




Lt 


Columbia 100-909 
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Dote dictated 7/16/70 
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it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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She knows of no activity on the part of C0LI7AM in 
South Carolina. She knows of no servicemen formerly residing 
in South Carolina who wwre contacted by means of C0LX7AM while 
they were prisoners of war. 

adv &Z that the following wives of 
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AMERICAN FRIEND SERVICE COMMITTEE INC. 
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mENRY BttRlTJ 

C *'.» < **.<■► 


160 North Fifteenth St roe 
PtMlnriol[Jiifi. Hennzyt var\ 

Phono 216663-3377 
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X am happy to report that during W visit to forth Vietnam Between ^ 
December 26, 1969, and January 9# 1970, I vaa able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vie toy (Viet Man Consdttee for Solidarity with 
American People) about $00 letters that had been forwarded oc to as 
by you and other fa.-d.ly raar.be rs of prisoners of war In North Vietnam. 


Iosaediataly prior to ay departure from Korth Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 6b American pri s oner s of war, and In keeping with th e 
North Vietnamese request these letters harm been given to the 
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Ton may be interested to know that during: ay visit to North Vietnam ' - 
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ORHATION SHEET - pag e 2 

requests for information about servicemen from families who are 
uncertain if their relatives are being held in North Vietnam. Re- 
quests should be submitted to the Committee, but there is no certainty 
when and if the North Vietnamese will be able to respond. The Commits 
will of course transmit immediately any information that it receives 
to the family. 

Clarification 

Ti.ia rl -f "i r af ^ #^ri c #r a *> n r\rrfar ■ f i ref < f aViniil H ho fh s f fh o 
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Committee will be dealing Bcloly with the government of North Vietnam 
and will not have any information on men held in South Vietnam by the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government* Nor will wo be able to provide 
information at this time concerning men held in Laos or any other Sout! 
east Asian country where U.S. troops and aircraft are presently involv. 
in combat missions. 

Secondly, the Committee will function entirely fcpert from the U.S. gove 
ment. The U.S. government has frequently made it more difficult for t3 
Vietnamese to be open to the concerns of American families by using th. 
families 1 genuine desires as a propaganda ploy. The government has 
further ct temp ted to provoke an angry response from the Vietnamese by 
publicizing unsubstantiated and inflammatory testimony from fliers al- 
ready released: apparently, the government has decided to jeopardize 
existing communications and the possibility of future releases for the 
sake of propaganda aimed at * prolonging the war. The North Vietna- 
mese are also very aware that the U.S. government's claims of humani- 
tarian concerns are contradicted by the well -documented policy of tor- 
ture and brutality practiced on prisoners taken in the South by U.S. 
?nd Saigon troops. 

In addition to all these factors, there is the simple fact. that the 
resolution of the fate of all the servicemen now held in North Vietnam 
waits ultimately upon 2 U.S. decision to end the war and withdraw all 
its forces and materiel. 

‘rJho Nc Are 


We firmly believe that the safe return of these men end the half 
million others that the U.S. maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 
md aboard naval vessels — who can also be viewed as prisoners, prisoner 
of their own government since many have been sent to fight in a war 
against the dictates of their own conscience — can only come with a de- 
cision on the part of the U.S. government to withdrew from Vietnam. 

Because of this conviction, we who are servina on this Committee will 

# 

continue our efforts to create popular pressure strong enough to force 
the government to withdraw. 

We are active in a variety of organizations committed to ending the 
war: American Friends Service Committee, the New Mobilization Committee 
to End the War in Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, 
Women Strike for Peace, The Conspiracy, and Women Against Paddy War- 
bucks. The Committee is supported by donations from individuals and 
organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its work. 
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with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietr 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
C0L1AF AM 


Co-chairmen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Cora Wait* 


Treasurer: 

Mrs* Anne Bennett 


Committee (in formation): 


d a. ^ m i a n ^ vj * • 

rwMiiio vuf •! 


Rev. Richord Fernandez 
*Moggie Goddcs 
* Steve Halliwell 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof* Beo Seitzman 
Ethel Tayl or 
"Barbara Webster 
*Trudi Young 


staff 


(212) 765-149 


Dear 
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we assume that by this time you have re- 
ceived the letter from North Vietnam which 
was forwarded to you by members of our 
Committee. We are enclosing an Information 
Sheet which explains the work of the Committee 
of Liaison. 


The North Vietnamese have said that prisoners 
will be able to receive and send one letter a 


ul 0 n t h 
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may send letters directly to North Vietnam 
(note the mail address and route). If you 
would like us to forward them for you, please 
enclose but do not affix stamps as we will be 
sending them on in packets. We are also en- 
closing a letter form which you might wish 
to use, whether you send it directly or 
through us. Prisoners can also receive one 
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other month. 


To insure the safe and rapid delivery of mail 
from prisoners, the North Vietnamese will send 
periodic packets of letters through our office. 
The letters will then be dispatched immediately 
to the families to whom they are addressed. 


The only way to secure the eventual release 
of prisoners is through the decision by the 
United States to end the war. Dut in the mean- 
time we are pleased to be able to assist in 
the communication between men and their families 
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Sincerely, 

•Geddes 


Maggie) v 
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365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 
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CABLE ADDRESS: 
CO L! AF AM 


Co*cha i rmen: 

Dove DolEinger 
Coro Weis* 

T reasuror: 

Mrs* Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Or_l ? I D ▲ a. 

rvttnara j* oarnen 

Rennie Davis 
Modeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
* Maggie Geddes 
Steve Ha! I i wel 1 
Prof. Donald Kolish 
Stewart Mtocham 
Prof. Beo Seitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmonn 
Ethel Taylor 
"Barbara Webster 
T rudi Young 

"staff 


(212) 765-1490 


June 14, 1970 


Dear friend : 


We are very glad to send you the 
letter from North Vietnam. It, 
with 142 others, was brought to 
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enclosed 

along 
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and Judy Claver — anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam. 


The letters were slightly delayed in 
getting here because all the material 
they brought back with them, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
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and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 


There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 
If you would like them to take a letter 
from you, please send it to us in the 
next week or so. 




Sincerely, 

/*),o hJif, /> /. UJjlAa Y~ oJ> 

w v ^ w ' V V- ^ 

Barbara Webster 
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she did not know if same j^^^e live red to 

TAYLOR further told ||r«.a|^B that they were - going to fore 
c own It tee to serve as s ohanrff^^hrough which POVs end their 
fssilles could write t<^ao|^other . TAYLOR said she would 
get in touch with Mrs. at a 1 a ter date. 

Later, in January, 1970. Mrs. received a 

letter froa TAYLOR dated January 21 f 1970^^pnotographic 
copy of which is attached hereto. 

Mr received another telephone call from Mrs. 
SANDY BAGLEY inwceaoer, 1969 and was informed by lu*. BAGLEY 
that LOUIS W. SCHNEIDER and B00ER G. FREDRICKS ON of the American 
Friends Service Committee, Inc., Philadelphia , I* . , were going 
to sake a trip ton^i and were going to take some letters to 
the Pdfs. Mr thereupon wrote a letter to her husband, 
sealed it, and in an envelop addressed to the Aserican 

Frlend^Mervlce Committee In Philadelphia. At the same time, 

Mrs .M^^H|wrote a letter to the Aserican Friends Service 
Comm^^^^^ointing out that they should be helping the American 
POWs in North Vietna^rather than helping the North Vietnamese. 
In this letter, Mrs.^^^Jfcwas generally critical of the 
activities of the Am^rr?Sn^'r lends Service Committee, Inc. 

In January, 1970, Mr received a letter from 
BOGER <j. FREDRICKSON of the Aaerica^Triends Service Committee, 
dated January 20, 1970, a photographic copy of which Is attached 

hereto. Jr?** 

During the first part of April, 1970, Mrs. 
was on vacation at Daytona Beach, Fla., when she re® 
telephone call froa an Air Force official at Bandolph . Air 
Force Ba^^Texas. this official wanted to know whether or 
not Mrs. ^^Hbad any objection to havi ng her a ddress 
furnlshed^^VdU WEISS of COLIFAM. Mrs. said she 

would have no objection to this. 

\P^ 

When she returned home on April 11, 1970, there was 
a letter in her mailbox from CORA WEISS nd DAVE DELLINGER of 
COLIFAM. Enclosed with this letter was an information sheet 
rega rding CO LIFAM. This letter, dated April 7, 1970, advised 
Mrs. that COLIFAM had received official confirmation 
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that her husband was one of the PONs being he^^Jjytbe Nofth 
Vietnamese. It was also pointed out to Mrs.^^Hfeft that a 
letter from her husband vas en route to her . ^W^^fcraphic copies 
of the letter from VKI8S sad DELLINGER and the Information sheet 
on COLIFAM are attached hereto. 

Mrs.^^H^^ Sever received the letter fros her 
husband which TO^rexerred to in the letter fros WSI8B and 
DELLIKQSR. 


I? 


In May, 1970, Mrs. telephoolcally contacted the 

office of 8TEVABT MEACHAM of XSarxoan Friends Service Coasittee 
ii^hiladelphia. MEACHAM is also a member of COLIFAM. Mrs. 

B^H|fetalked vith MEACHAM 's secretary in MEACHAM 's absence. 

informed the secretary that she had not received 
her ]fftx^^aentioned in the correspondence from WEISS and 
DELLINGER. The secretary replied that the packet of letters 
had not. yet arrived, and sometimes the letters are slow in 
coming in. 

In M®y, 1970, correspondence came 
which also had the name of Mrs.' 

on the envelo^^^T^^^^JHJ^^T^^PIWJ^^al 
learned that she is the mother of 
U. 6,.JlAvy. also a POW ip North Vietnam, 
d to 





On June 16, 1970, Mrs. ^^^^^eceived a second letter 
from her husband, and this came to her by way of COLIFAM. In 
the same envelop, was a letter, dated June 14, 1970, from 
BARBARA WEBSTER of COLIFAM, a photographic copy of which is 
attached hereto. 


During the first part 
received a telephone call from 
she was advised that KENNETH 


r^o^^n^^^7 
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and two professors were going to Hanoi, andl 
send a letter to her husband through these 1 


r-TV 


which 

Washington , 

U 


iuld 

_ _ _ _ ndiviuuarw 

^H|HPhd vised she had learned this information from 8 
mEaCHAM. She said KIRKPATRICK Is also connected with American 
Friends 8ervice Committee. Mrs. ■■■■ sent a letter for her 
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husband to Hr. KIRKPATRICK, however, she had no knowledge 
whether It was actually delivered. She has had no further 


contact with COLIFAM. 


Mrs 



advised that KTE 


L TAYLOR was cordial in 
their telephone contacts, and at no tise did she threaten. 


hftriia ftr 


Ha r in inv 
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hue knows of no activity on the part of COLIFAM in 
South Carolina. She knows of no servicemen formerly residing in 
South Carolina who were contacted by seans of COLIFAM while 
they were prisoners of war. 


Mrs 

FOKs in Horth Vie 
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vised that the following wives of 
have also been contacted by COLIFAM: 




advised she would be willing to cooperate 


should her testimony be needed at a later date. 


t.y 


Attached hereto are photographic copies of the 
correspondence received by Mrs.^HjHB from COLIFAM and the 
American Friends Service Commitf!^^^^ 
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PHILADELPHIA, PA. 1S1G7 
Telephone: 561-2636 


January 21, 1970 



I am sorry that It has taken me so long to write to 
you but I've been waiting until I could make definite 
suggestions to you and now I am pleased to say I can. 


I regret very much that I did not bring back a letter 
for you but now an organization has been set up between 
the Peace Movement and Hanoi specifically for the purpose 
of forwarding mail and forwarding inquiries regarding 
prisoners from the immediate family. 


The organization is the Committee of Liaison With 
Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam and is 
located at 365 W. ^2nd Street, New York City, N.Y., 10036. 


I am a member of this Committee. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me for any reason. 


Cordially , 



Mrs. William Taylor 


1505 Ashford Way 
Phila. , Pa., 19151 
MI 2-9078 (Area Code 215) 


P.S. You will shortly receive information directly from 

the Committee of Liaison with details of its operation. 
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Phone 2 !o oC'J j'j/2 


January 20, 1970 


Dear Friend, 


I am happy to report that during my visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969, and January 9, 1970, I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietny (Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
American People) about $00 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 

Immediately prior to my departure from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 6L American prisoners of war, and in keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vi etnam 

365 V;. L2nd Street 
New York, New York 


for transmittal to the individual addressees. Ve 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part 
for communication between the prisoners and their 
this will continue. 


at xhe American Friends 
in opening a channel 
families and hope that 


You may be interested to know that during my visit to North Vietnam I 
vras able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 


rccj. owing ry c<jp 


mure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 


I have asked my colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to ry return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with ry specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 



Roger G. Fredrickson 
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365 West 42nd Street, Now York, N.Y. 10C26 
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COLIAF AM 
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Dave Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

T reesurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 
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Richerd j. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Model ine Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
No rmcn Fruchter 
"Maggie Geddes 
Steve Hal 1 i we 1 1 
Prof. Dor. i id Relish 
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April Y, 19/0 


Dear 


'Yfi/c . 





Our Committee has recently received official 
confirmation of 81 more servicemen being held 
in North Vietnam. By new you should have 

\Sl& 
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is on this list, xne woron Vietnamese have 
now confirmed through the Committee of 
Liaison a total of 335 men being held. 

This notification also means that a letter 
is en route from him. The enclosed release 
explains how mail is forwarded via our 
office. Because mail from Hanoi is very 

C "1 OT» T WO r* O nf V> c i i vi ,ei m V\ f n a T 4 *1 1 

n v^. wwtnjuv uu oui o wiJC J.C O bCf Will 

come, but we will forward it as scon as It 
arrives here. 


VJe are very pleased to be able to perform 
this service and hope that you will feel 
free to be in touch with us should you have 
any questions. 

At the same time, we are continuing to work 
towards the immediate and complete withdrawal 
of all U.S. troops from Southeast Asia so 
that soon all families, American and Vietna- 
mese, can be united again. 




Sincerely, 

\ 

c0QaK- fc&JjVYi r iA 

) Cora Weiss Dave Dellinger « 
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. ( 212 : - ■• :iW 


. ** » C *.*’'* '> f1k “ "“C* 

• #\w> v, i_ 



COLiAJ'JJt 


•doiiat^ * *; 
Dov* DcUi«£#f 
Cara Wait* 


■• ■ 'fh)b»r i>* 


♦ i f 


rcasuron 
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Cocimiffe# {in formation): 
Ronnie Davis 
Rev, RicScrJ FtmopJts 
| * Maggie Geddas 
| * Sieve KoSIiwall 
Staweft MkcImo 
P rof. Bca Seitzmqg 
k EtKel Taylor 
• * Barbara Webstar 
*Trvdi Youo^ 
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Functions' of the Comal 

The Committee" of Liaison seeks to facilita te cocmunlca— 
tlon between servicemen Imprisoned In Nortb Vietnam and 
their families in the United States* The Committee re- 
oeivee letters from servicemen and forwards them to the 
families through the domestic malls. It also forwards 
letters to North Vietnam at the request of families. 
Families are, of courae, still free to send letters di- 
rectly but should hot the correct address for both let- 
ters and packages: 

Name of serviceman^, aerial number 
Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilots Captured 
— ‘ in the D.R.V. — 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
via Moscow, U.S.S.R. 


•-toll Captured- servicemen may receive one letter c 'month and j 

one package C~ot over six pounds in weight) every other 1 
. ,. .lonth . The Ccir.nittee does not forward packages. It is suggested that lot— 
^•Sftero sent to the Committee for forwarding be scaled and that stamps bo on— 
g^ielosed (not affixed) as letters are forwarded in gac Inst __ - __ _ J- 

l| committee- is cr.ly able to be of help- with respect to men who have been 
<.c--.rn over iiortfc Vietnam. ... '* : - r.- 
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It at\l5 lr.; :r"-srp.m rrror'lr:-: tnu status of 

!»>:;* < r\. . e r^ri’rv i >■ trrr» - yr.i captured there . : ; 
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•'~y sense representing 
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an extension of previous effor 
the government of North Vietnam. 


Since 19o5 there have been a number of meetings between people of Vietnam 
(from both the North and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam) 
and Americans who oppose the war. On three separate occasions represen- 
tatives of the American anti-war movement have gone to Hanoi and have 
returned with releasee servicemen. On one occasion an American peace 
activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia, to receive three American soldiers 
who were released by the National Liberation Front. Americans visiting 
Hanoi have frequently carried letters to captured servicemen at the 
request of their families anc they have brought back letters when they 
have returned to the United States. On several occasions such visiters 
from the peace movement have met with captured pilots in Hanoi. 


_ne committee 


“ne Committee of Liaison believes that the safe return of U.S. servicemen 
captured in North Vietnam ar.d the half-million others that the United 
States maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, and aboard naval 
vessels can only come with a decision on the ...„.rt of the U.S. government 
to completely withdraw from Vietnam. Because of this conviction, we who 
are serving on this Committee will also continue our efforts aimed at the 
immediate and complete withdrawal of all U.S. armed forces and weapons. 


As individuals Committee members are active in a variety of organizations 
and groups committed to ending the war: the New Kobilization Committee to 
2nd the V. T ar in Vietnam, The Conspiracy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam, U.S. Inter-religious Committee on Peace, Fellowship of Reconcil- 
iation, Newsreel, Women Against Daddy Warbucks, Lawyers Committee on 
Vietnam, and Women Strike for Peace. 

The Committee of Liaison is entirely dependent on donations from indiv- 
iduals and organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its work. 
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365 West 42nc Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 
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(212) 765-1490 
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\!e are very glad to send you the enclosed 
letter_ from North Vietnam. It, alone 
with 142 others, was brought to this 
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin 
and Judy Claver — anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam. 


1 -* 


Iv deliver] 


i n 


The letters were s 

- - - - - — y ■ 

getting here because all the me j. 

they brought back with them, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal. This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 


There will bo another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 


from you, please send 
next week or so. 


to ante a letter 
it to us in the 



Sincerely, 
Barbara Webster 




furnished to VXISS. 






File « COLOMBIA 100-909 

NEW YORK 100-168469 


Dote dictated 8/7/70 


Thi» document contoin* neither recommendations nor conclusion* of the FBI. It i* the property of the FBI ond >* t coned to your agency 
it and it* content* ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 
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bortly alter the call from Randolph AFB, 

Mrs .^m^recelved a telephone call from some unknown /<•»? 
reporte^with ’’The State" newspaper, Co^mbla, South * 
Carolina . The reporter advised Mrs . that CORA 

VEISS had released a li st j>f_ names o f^wre in Morth 
Yietnaa and the fiaae of was on the list. 




Mrs. ^■^Hixt received a letter dated 
April 7, 1970, froa CORA WEISS and DAVE DELLINGER of 
COLIFAM. Enclosed with this letter was an information 
sheet concerning COLIFAM. Photographic copies of the 
letter and Information sheet are attached hereto. 

She next received a letter dated May 4, 1970, 
from Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ of COLIFAM, a photo- 
graphic copy of which is attached hereto. 

Mrs. last beard from COLIFAM when she 
received a letter dated June 14, 1970, sisne^byBARBARA/^, 
WEBSTER, which enclosed a letter froat^HH|HH^tt A 
photographic copy of the letter from ached 

hereto. This was the last letter Mrs. MEANS has received 
from her husband. After reading the letter froa her 
husband, she was of the belief he had not received any 

of her letters. , 

- 

In June, 1970, Mrs . received a notice from 

Randolph AFB advising that a iff^CIRKPATRICK or KILPATRICK 
was going to North Vietnam an^he would be taking with him 
letters for the POWS . Mrs . wrote a letter to her 
husband and sent it to the aeov^T.ndividual at Seattle, 
Washington. . ^ 

Mrs.^^J^Bhas not received any telephone calls 
or personal contacts with persons connected with COLIFAM. 
She knows of no activity on the part of COLIFAM in South 
Carolina. She knows of no servicemen formerly residing 
in South Carolina who were contacted by means of COLIFAM 
while they were prisoners of war. 

Mrs. advised that the following wives of 
POWS in North Vietnam have also been contacted by COLIFAM: 
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Phone 215-563-9372 


AMERICAN FRIENDS ScRViCE COMMITTEE INC. 


HENRY BEERiTS 

l 

HENRY J. CADBURY 

■i. i ^ ‘ ’■ ■ 1 






BRONSON P CLARK 

£«t » %/!•*? JiV'f ti'r 




December lf>, 1969 


Dear Friend, 

This is but a brief note to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
addressed to your family member who is being held as a prisoner 
of war in North Vietnam. 

Ky current plans call for me to arrive in North Vietnam on or 
about 26 December at which point I hope to be able to turn your 
letter along with a large number of other letters from the imme- 
diate families of men being held to the .appropriate authorities 
of the Democratic Republic of North Vietnam, along with re- 
quest that the letters be delivered to the individual prisoners. 

After ny return to the United States I will write to you again 
to let you know whether it was possible to deliver the letters. 




Leads W, Schneider 
Associate Executive Secretary 


y 








AMERICAN FRIEND. 


HENRY BEERlTS 
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January 20, 1970 


760 North Fifteenth Street. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 79 
Phone 275-563-9372 


Dear Friend, 

I am happy to report that during my visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969, and January 9> 1970, I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietny (Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
American People) about 500 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 

Immediately prior to ny departure from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 6h American prisoners of war, and in keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

365 W. L2nd Street 
New York, New York 

for transmittal to the individual addressees. Ve at the American Friends 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part in opening a channel 
for communication between the prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 

You may be interested to know that during ny visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 
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in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 


) 


I have asked ny colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to my return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with ny specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 



RF/h Roger G. Fredrickson 
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with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vieinan 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CAB L c ADDRESS: 
COLIAF am 


Co-chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 
Cora Weiss 
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Mrs. Anne Bennett 
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Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
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( 212 ) 765-1490 


April 7, 1970 


Dear 


7 JIM. 
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Our Committee has recently received official 
confirmation of 81 more servicemen being held 
in North Vietnam, B y now you should, ha v 


2*. 


heard that 

is on this list. The North have 

now confirmed through the Committee of 
Liaison a total of 335 men beirsg held. 


This notification also means that a letter 
is en route from him. The enclosed release 
explains how mail is forwarded via our 
office. Because mail from Hanoi is very 
slow we cannot be sure when the letter will 
come, but we will forward it as soon as it 
arrives here. 


We are very pleased to be able to perform 
this service and hope that you will feel 
free to be in touch with us should you have 
any questions. 


At the same time, we are continuing to work 
towards the immediate and complete withdrawal 
of all U,S, troops from Southeast Asia so 
that soon all families, American and Vietna- 
mese, can be united again. 




X 


Sincerely, 


) Cora Weiss Dave Dellinger « 


P.S. Kindly excuse the mimeographed 
letter, but there are many families to 
reach at the same time. 
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vjsth Fc.mil/os of Sorvioonton Dotoinod in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


LwE ADDRESS: 

C0L1AFAM 


(212) 765-1490 


INFORMATION SHEET 
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Functions of the Committee 

The Committee of Liaison seeks to facilitate communica- 
tion between servicemen imprisoned in North Vietnam 

L U ^ 4 w> 1 J .. * -m. i.u ^ T t. . 4 i l n r #m_ _ s* * j > 

i/jjcxi- iauiiiics xn one unitea dtax.es. xne eommitree 
ceives letters from servicemen and forwards them to 
families through the domestic mails. It also forvja 
letters to North Vietnam at the request of families 
Families are, of course, still free to send letters 
rectly but should not the correct address for both 
ters and packages: 
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in the D.R.V, 


Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
via Moscow. U.S .S.R. 
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Captured servicemen may receive one letter a month and 
one package (not over six pounds in height) every othe 
The Committee does not forward packages. It is suggested that let 
sent to the Committee for forwarding be sealed and that stamps be en- 


cseo (not affixed) as letters are forwarded in packets 


n> , 
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Committee is only able to 'be of help with respect to men who have been 
down over North Vietnam. 



Committee also is able to request information regarding the status of 
thought to have been shot down over North Vietnam and captured 4;here. - 
.such inquiries the Committee needs to have the Individual’s service num- 
, and any available information as to when and where be was shot down, 
b respect to such requests the Committee would expect to receive a letter 
his family if the individual is being held in North Vietnam. If the in- 
idual is known to be dead or If the North Vietnamese have no information 
arding him, the Committee expects to receive that word to the extent 
sible. In any case the Committee will communicate with the family con- 
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y, head of the North Vietnamese delegation in Paris, has said, gradually 
families of servicemen ..held in North Vietnam will hear from their relati 


r-.~ '.dTCur.d 

The Committee of Liaison has been established in response to an initiative 



created by the North Vietnamese and is an extension of previous efforts. 
It is not in any sense representing the government of North Vietnam. 

Since 1965 there have been a number of meetings between people of Vietna; 
{from both the North and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam) 
and Americans who oppose the war. On three separate occasions represen- 
tatives of the American anti-war movement have gone to Hanoi and have 
returned with released servicemen. On one occasion an American peace 
activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia, to receive three American soldiers 
who were released by the National Liberation Front. Americans visiting 
Hanoi have frequently carried letters to captured servicemen at the 
request of their families and they have brought back letters when they 
have returned to the United States. On several occasions such visitors 
from the peace movement have met with captured pilots in Hanoi. 

The Committee 


The Committee of Liaison believes that the safe return of U.S. serviceme 
captured in North Vietnam and the half-million others that the United 
States maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, and aboard naval 
vessels can only come with a decision on the part of the U.S. government 
to completely withdraw from Vietnam. Because of this conviction, we who 
are serving on this Committee will also continue our efforts aimed at th 
Immediate and complete withdrawal of all U.S. armed forces and weapons. 

As individuals Committee members are active in a variety of organization 
and groups committed to ending the war: the New Mobilization Committee t 
End the War in Vietnam, The Conspiracy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned Abou 
Vietnam, U.S. Inter-religious Committee on Peace, Fellowship of Reconcil 
iation. Newsreel, Women Against Daddy Warbucks, Lawyers Committee on 
Vietnam, and Women Strike for Peace. 

The Committee of Liaison is entirely dependent on donations from indiv- 
iduals and organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its work. 
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May k, 1970 


From: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To* The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re; Information on correspondence with prisoners 


On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 


1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 


2) Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 


3) Pilots are allowed .to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
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Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 

want to write. 


The North Vietnamese authorities Indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above'. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, ’’via Moscow, U.S(S.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Llaisoi 
for forwarding please enclose but do'not affix stamps as we send lette; 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 

While I was In Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dowf of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cor. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of _ 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
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vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their 
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families, and asked that packages include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 


ft n 
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with the American People, the Committee of Liaison's contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 000 letters have been 

fednt fi*0m H&ndi fchfOUgh fchi 0OJnmitt§§ Of JjieiSOfu Of th060 i 159 
letters are still on their wav from Hanoi to families here. 


We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
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June 14, 1970 


Dear friend: 

We are very glad to send you the enclosed 
letter from North Vietnam. It, along 
with 142 others, was brought to this 
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin 
and Judy Claver -- anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam. 

The letters were slightly delayed in 
getting here because all the material 
they brought back with them, including 
the letters, was. confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal. This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 

There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 

If you would like them to tske a letter 
from you, please send it to us in the 
next week or so. 


Sincerely, ! 

lOjLfatuL 
Barbara Webster 
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wife Mrs 


_ had vrl 

d forwarded on to her . Mo noted that the 
ge?r*l other KIVf and their vires were also rel 
inettdinc the toll ovine; , ^ 


letter 

• of 


Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 



garth Carolina 
I. C. 


Mrs. ^H|sa)Si she noted that all of the wanes 
e leased vere o^^noYvlduals with addreaoeo in the sftae general 
*rea of the thiited gtateo. She said she wondered at the tine 
shy all the iadieldaala inrolred were iron the w no area* She 
noted that none of these people had heard iron their husbands 
prior to this tine and the press release was publicised throughout 
the phi ted States. ^ 

■rs.BHAsaid she heard nothing further until 
April 10, 1970, when she received a letter froa CCNLIA7AM. 

The letter, dated April 7, 1979, and signed by both COMA VSX88 
and UTI D8LLIH0SB, Co-Chaimen of COLIAFAM, was typed on the 
Coanittee's letterhead stationery, refleeting the organisation's 
address as 365 Vest 42nd Street, Mew York, W. Y. It stated 
that the Coanittee had recently received official confir nation 
of 81 nore servicemen. being held in Horth Tie t nan. 

— Plo 

The that , by then, she should 

have heard that is on this list and noted that 

the Horth Tie tnaaeS^naoconiirued through the Coanittee of 
Liaison a total of 335 net 1 being held. 


The letter further noted that this notification also 
aeant that a letter was en route fjfoa her husband. However, 
the letter explained that, because nail froa Hanoi is very 
slow, they could not be sure when the letter would arrive. / 

She was assured that the Coanittee would forward the letter 
as soon as it arrived at the COLIAFAM office. 

The letter further advised as follows: ■ Ji 

7: j 

**Ve are very pleased to be able to perforn this ^ 

service and hope that you will feel free to be in touch with us „ 
should you have any questions. " ;j| 
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"At tb* tame tlM, w art ttotinlai to work towards 
immediate aad oonlttt wit Mr aval at all V. 8. troops Xros 
Mast Asia so that poos all families, Americas and yietname 
M united again.** 


The writers apologised for the Mimeographed letter 
indicated it was necessary because "there are many families 
reach at the same time**. . 



Irs.^^^^sftld the following "OTOBMAXT 8HBT** 
which sets out xarorsatioo regarding the background and 
functions of C0LIA7AM was sent to her as an enclosure to the 
April 7, 1970 letter: 
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te .4* LUfl.l... 

jif wui i nrnwHww 
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Functions of the Committee 


The Committee of Liaison seeks to facilitate communica- 
tion between servicemen imprisoned in North Vietnam and 
their families in the United States. The Committee re- 
ceives letters from servicemen and forwards them to the 
families through the domestic malls. It also forwards 
letters to North Vietnam at the request of families. 
Families are, of course, still free to send letters di- 
rectly but Bhould not the correct address for both let- 
ters and packages: > 

of <a^r»u 4 r>E>m&r\ oAnl fi “V rinmh*** •• 
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Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilots Captured 
in the D.R.V. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
via Moscow, U.S .S.R. 


* staff Captured servicemen may receive one letter a month and 

one package (not over six pounds In weight) every other 
month. The Committee does not forward packages. It is suggested that let- 
ters sent to th® Committee for forwarding be sealed and that stamps be en- 
closed (not affixed) as letters are forwarded in packets. 


The Committee is only able to be of help with respect to men who have been 
shot down over North Vietnam, 


The Committee also is able to request information regarding the status of 
men thought to have been shot down over North Vietnam and csptured there. 

Per such inquiries the Committee needs to have the individual^ service num- 
ber, and any available information as to when and where he was shot down. 
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to his family if the individual is being held in North Vietnam. If the in- 
dividual is known to be dead or if the North Vietnamese have no Information 
regarding him, the Committee expects to receive that word to the extent 
possible. In any case the Committee will communicate with the family con- 
cerned as soon as it receives word. In this way we expect that, as Xuan 
Thuy, head of the North Vietnamese delegation in Paris, has said, gradually 
all families of servicemen held in North Vietnam will hear from their relatives 


Background 

t 

The Committee of Liaison has been established in response to an Initiative 


I 


created by the North Vietnamese and is an extension of previous efforts.-. 
Xt Is not In any sense representing the government of North Vietnam, 


I 


Since 1965 there have been a 
( from both the North and the 
and Americans who oppose the 
tatives of the American anti 
returned with released servi 
activist went to Phnom Penh, 
who were released by the Nat 
Hanoi have frequently csrrie 
request of their families an 
have returned to the United 
from the peace movement have 

The Committee 


number 'Of meetings between people of Vic* the: 
Notional Liberation Front of South Vietnam) 
war. On three separate occasions represen- 
-war movement have gone to Hanoi and have 
cemsn. On one occasion an American peace 
Cambodia, to receive three American soldiers 
ional Liberation Front, Americans visiting 
d letters to captured servicemen at the 
d they have brought back letters when the” 
States. Cn several occasions such visitors 
met with captured pilots in Hanoi. 


The Committee of Liaison believes 
captured in North Vietnam end the 


that the safe return of U.S, servicemen 
half-million others that the United 


States maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, and aboard naval 
vessels can only come with a decision on the pert of the U.S. government 
to completely withdraw from Vietnam. Because of this conviction, we who 
are serving on this Committee will also continue our efforts aimed at the 
immediate and complete withdrawal of all U.S. armed forces and weapons. 

As individuals Committee members are active in 0 variety of organizations 
and groups committed to ending the war: the Now Mobilization Committee tc 
End the War in Vietnam, The Conspiracy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam, U.S. Inter-religious Committee on Peace, Fellov;ahip of Reconcil- 
iation, Newsreel, Women Against Daddy Varbucks, Lawyers Committee on 
Vietnam, and Women Strike for Peace. 

The Committee of Liaison is entirely dependent on donations from indiv- 
iduals and organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its work. 
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la the mforeaelttoned *0roiim(l SOTT" tttt il m Mt la 
any MnM r*pm*Dtla| tht |OftnMKt «f Barth Vietnam," feat 
ah« oot ad that members of COL IA VAN vara connected a 1th amrtl 
hat invar aal aatl-yietaaa organ iAat less. 

Sri.lUftatad tfe(t, oa April It, 197t, aha received 
a call fro* th^RVfSste r at tfea gimpsoaville Post Off loa vho 
advised bar that a legist* red La t tar had arrived lor fear. Sha 
said *ha want to the post off lea and plokod if a > tt z T" hrovn 
envelope which van postmarked Vov York, M . T., m April t, 1970. 
The envelope wan addresood to bar, a slag the address glean fey 
her pot huaband lnntead of the address aha bad furnlnhod to the 
Committee oarllar. 8ha said tha envelope raf looted the return 
address of G0LIAFAM la lev York, I. Y., on the front but bad 
tha address **P. 0. fen 363, Annandale, ya." handwritten on 
the befek. ^ * 

said the envelope contained a letter and a 
j her husband. She indicated that the 
letters contained news of a personal nature and sade no sentlon 
of C0LIAVAM. They had been written by her huaband on December 13, 
1969. 


Sr 

card written 



Also enclosed in tbs envelope Vas a letter fro* 
C0LIAVAM, dated April 9, 1970, and signed by 9 TOTE* KALLIVXLL, 
COLXAfAl nenber, and BASBABA VXBBTSB, C0LIATA* staff ae*ber. 

It noted that the letter bad been received fro* north yietna* 


that day and that over 400 letters were en route fro* 

held in Sorth yietnas. It pointed out that 
Srs. letter was one of 80 received in the first packet 

to of a total of five packets the Ooonittee was 

expecting. l/L<> , 

* if 


The Committee also enclosed some letter forms which 




writing 

said 


1 AOOmMm 

a A^WfeVAP 


the Sorth Vietnamese had suggested relatives use 
to servicemen tin North Vietnam. However. Mrs. 

« Aid AV^ma .. Akm- 4 

sav mu nuv usv pavsv iuiss k^vkusc i>uv/ a'^hua 

wltten on the forms he sent to the POP "VIA MOSCOW, U68B <Ca»p 
of Detention for V. 8. pilots captured in the DKV0CSATIC 
RX PUBLIC Of VXX1XJU|)*« 
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' iht letter *• olocid vith ti •xpr^wlM etf "kopti 
for M early declmlsa by Uo Bstfted States to vltbdrtv trm 
Vietsam.« ** " ' 



lo tor received ft totter from 

fcevewesd UCauPUBAlOB, C0LXA7AM member, which was dated 
Hay 4, 1970, and ladlcatod bo rotor nod on April 90, 1970, from 
a throe week trip to Uoi and Worth Vietnam. Bo Indicated ho 
had spoken with Worth Vietnamese officials responsible for 
comaun lea t ion between pilots hold in detent loo’ there and their 
families and set out instructions to be followed by relatives 
writing to the American POts. Be also indicated he had visited 
with three captured 0. S. pilots and found them in good health. 

SKHHANDKZ stated in this letter that the Vietnam 
Committee of folidarity with the American People is COLIAFAH's 
contact in Worth Vietnam and noted that, since December, over 
800 letters had been sent from Hanoi through COLIAFAH. 



■rs aa id she received a second letter from 

her husband thmgOQLVAli on May 15, 1970. The letter had 
been written by her husband on January 17, 1970, and contained 

mf a forng nf a a# m powsAAtl md fttwm * ftKa th£* h~T tin mhft n4 

seemed to be depressed when this letter was written and hla 
handwriting was shaky. She saTM it appeared he had written 
the letter hurriedly. 


A letter zroa bahbajU nsm, oouiril staff member, 
dated Bay 13, 1970, was enclosed with the letter and noted that 
the Committee had received two packages (15 6 l etters) of letters 
from prisoners held in Yorth Vietnam. VEB6TER pointed out 
that, although the packages were mailed a month apart, they 
arrived on the same day. 

|ra|^^Bnid she received a third letter through 
COlUVAB os six weeks aftsr the letter was 

mT it twS os S»y lw| i"7 G « Suw mau her uUSuftud w» *s rery 
good spirit when he wrote thlsllotter and she strongly 
suspected he had received a package or letter from her just 
before wrltlag. 


I This letter was accompanied vith a cover letter from 

i BARBARA WEBSTER of C0LIAFAM which was dated June 26, 1970. 

I 

i 

i 

i 
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VXBDTXS notea tkftt the letter, along with loo ethers, 

ns hrosght be ok to the^nteo f tstes by s grotty of eetl-eer 
people «ho tout just returned trim a visit to Sorth Tie tees. 

She noted that this brought to 1,119 the total of letters 
Ohloh the committee had forwarded os to families since 
December. 1999. , . „ 

■rs.f^^P^ said she has had no contact with any 
■saber of COLIAnsand has not corresponded with the organisation, 
nb* noted that her only association vith COLXAFAM is the 
receipt of letters from her husband vhich are forwarded to her 
by this Committee. She said she has not and will not contact 
any anti-war group. Including COLIAFAX, and will not talk 

»le if t^ey contact her. She noted that 

" ‘ ‘ ** ‘ PCS who Ipc- 

nan personally couise led COLIAFAH. She said has talked 

esponded 

beck and forth with the Committee. She said she believes 


any anti-war group, including COLIAFAX, and will not 

if t^ey contact her. She n< 

S. the only wifee^e 

* nl^^WysWBnTTycWfWfe d COL IAFAX . She saidfl^^Hl 
on the telephone vith STSVZ HALLIWXLL and ha^Wresi 
beck and forth with the Committee. She said she bel: 
has received correspondence from Chicago, Illinois ana pew 
York, X. *. 

Irs.^fl^^said she definitely would not contact 
or correspond wTT^catlAFAM and noted that her husband has 
given no Indication he was ever ^contacted by the Committee. 
However, she said she believes some of the relatives of POVs 
from the South Carolina area have written letters to their 
husbands and sent them to the Committee for forwarding. Ho 
■ember of COLIAFAX has contacted any of these r" 
their South Carolina residences and, except for 
knows of no personal y con tact between members of 
families of POVs detained in Xorth 

Mrs. H^H^eald she has never been harassed, 
coajoled or oturiiw bothered by anyone connected with 
CQLU7A1. However, she considered the stateaent that only 
letters sent through the Committee would reach their husbands 




she [ft 

X and 


cs 
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She said She has received only her husband's letters 
through COLIAFAX and has neither requested tor received any- 
thing else. 
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lk« noted tkftt the ConlttM AppkrtBtly took ktr 
name and address from htr husband’s Isttars inasmuch as 
this Is the address used la areas releases and correspondence 
concern ins her husband. She said she belie red this is true 
re carding other wires of FOVs contacted by the Coast t tee. 

She nased the following wires of POfs who bars 



Id conclusion, Mrs. stated she would be 

willing to cooperate should hel^^fsrlsony be needed later 
an nbe has no use for COLIAFAM and similar organisations. 

8he noted, however, that she would testify only if the U8AF 
granted approval for such testimony due to the sensitive area 
in which her husband was engaged while flying for the 0S1F 
before his capture. She again stated her dislike for the 
necessity of ddallng with people ouch ns those making up the 
membership of COLIAFAM and expressed her belief that their 
activities are harmful to the iaterest of the United States. 
However, she said she will continue to accept letters passed 
through them inasmuch as this seems to be the only way she 
can get word from her husband. 

V 

She stated that, if she has further contact with any 
member of COLIAFAM, she will immediately notify the FBI and 
the D8AF. 
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At which t lie he returned to the United States with 

69 letters from 64 Aaerloai prisoners of War which letters 
were siren to the Coanlttee of Liaison with Fanil les of 
Servicemen Detained in Forth Tietaaa, 365 Vest 42nd Street, 
Few York, F. t M 10036, for tmnsnittal to the indlwldual 
persons to which they were addressed in the United States. 
She advised this was her first contact with the Coanlttee 
ef Liaison with Faallles of Serwie en e n Detained in Forth 
Vietnam. • 

\fl^ BJO 

MRS.^H^also nade available a copy ef the 
lecture by Dr. Joseph Elder on Fores ber 13, 1969, at 
Hanline University, St. Paal, Fianesota, where Dr. Elder, 
who is a professor of Sociology and Indian Studies at 
the University of Wisconsin, spoke concerning his trips 
to Fanol, and the contacts he had nade with Forth Vietnamese 
officials concerning Americans held as Prisoners of War 
by Forth Vietnam. 
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NOTES OF DR., JOSEPH ELDER * S MEETING ON NOVEMBER 12, 1969 AT HAMLINE UNIVERSITY 


On the evening of November 12, 1969, Dr. Joseph Elder spoke to some of the 
families of men missing in action and prisoner of war in Southeast Asia at 
/.. Hamline University in St. Paul, Minnesota. Dr, Elder is a professor of 

Sociology and Indian Studies at the University of Wisconsin. He is a Quaker 

• and a pacifist and under the auspices of the American Friends Service 

rs : 4 .^. ^ j - ..i 4 . i a — . +-*>>4 #4 t a H4 ■ r*i iae H an 

■* tommxuec 1 ne was i.nvi.tt?u iu Liavcj. to nauux t-wivo, a.±*os. 

; ' .needs with the North Vietnamese, the second time to deliver a humanitarian 
v gift of heart surgical equipment requested by the North Vietnamese. The 
South Vietnamese have received suchs medical* gifts in the past, as well as 
. a great deal of help with artificial limbs at the Quaker prosthetics train- 
ing center in Quang Ngai, South Vietnam. 

• In September, Just before his last trip to Hanoi in October, two wives of 
pilots missing in action and prisoner of war, traveled to Madison, Wisconsin 
to meet Dr. Elder and make a formal (personal) request for his help in 

. . getting a list of prisoners from the North Vietnamese and give to him letters 
. for their husbands 3or attempted delivery, 

• • • . ■ ,,; - 

* After his return from Hanoi, the two wives, Mrs. Richard Walsh and Mrs. 

: David Winn, Spoke with Dr. Elder and invited him to speak informally to a 
‘group of the National League of Families of American Prisoners in Southeast 
.Asia, He very generously and kindly accepted the invitation to tell us aboit 
his trips to North Vietnam- The following notes were taken during his talk. 
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the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity with American People (Vietnam Committee) 
asked Dr. Elder what would be some of the things he would like to do while 
in Hanoi, He then suggested a priority agenda. The first three items on the 
agenda dealt -wvith discussion of civilian needs in North Vietnam and other 
AFSC concerns. The fourth point dealt with U.S. prisoners of war in North 
Vietnam. (It should be noted from a historical point of interest that the 
Quakers ha Ve shown concern for prisoners for 300 years.) 

* A - a * 

A M. Houang Bac was the major political officer that Dr. Elder spoke with 
on June 10th. Dr. Elder asked M. Bac if he might visit a POW camp, talk 
with any POW's, or take any POW mail back to the U,S. He also asked if he 
couid obtain^ a list of prisoners in order to notify their relatives. On 
June 17th, M. Bacnreplied that he or his branch of goyerjoiffent did not have 
access to military authorities and that "many prisoners are a long way from - 
Hanoi.* 1 M. Bac further stated that it would take six or seven weeks to 
prepare a list of prisoners and perhaps when Dr. Elder returned to Hanoi 
a list could then be made available. Dr. Elde$ said that he had not 
initially suggested that they offer to have the list ready on his return 
trip, but that M« Bac himself suggested this, thereby indicating a positive 
response. • 

Sr 

Following the visit to .North Vietnam, and receiving a request list oi 
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open-heart surgical equipment. Dr. Elder flew to South Vietnam to visit the 
‘ Quaker project in Quang Ngai. In Saigon, Dr. Elder had an interview with 
/ Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker. 


He returned to Washington in July and he and four other spokesmen for AFSC 
• met with Henry Kissinger to discuss the war as well as to relay events of 
his trip. As a follow-up to his conversation with M< Bac, Dr. Elder wrote 
: a letter to Hanoi about his next visit to Hanoi in which he stated that he 
would like item three on his priority list to deal with the prisoners of war. 
He also mentioned in this letter that the Quakers in South Vietnam had 
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were POW’s in South Vietnam. He stressed humane treatment for all sides 


■ Dr. Elder reached Hanoi on his second visit, October 10th, and remained there 
until the 17th. While in Hanoi to deliver the heart surgical equipment. 

Dr. Eider made four requests to sec some prisoners or failing this, to 
receive mail from them, or'to receive a list of the men. The first request 
• was on October 10th with a "lower echelon" committee of North Vietnamese. 

The next morning there was a meeting with a higher series of officials, 
and Dr. Elder presented the same request relating to the prisoners. Dr. 

: Elder stated** that if the North Vietnamese did not want to deal with the 

t 

International Red Cross, the American Friends Service Committee or the 
. Quakers, with a history of 300 years of pacifism, could be the organization 
. to deal with the lists of prisoners. Dr. Elder said that in about 1965 
./••’the North Vietnamese had asked the Swiss or the International Commit tec of 
the RedCross to denounce the U.S. as the aggressors. But the Swiss refused 
•saying that their function *was to help, not, condemn. Since then, the North 
Vietnamese have not discussed prisoners with the ICRS. Dr. Elder said 
further that the Quakers meet the need to act as a go between in the prisoner 
situation because of their history of pacifism and also because the American 
Friends Service Committee has been on record against the war in Southeast 
Asia for a long time. 







On Sunday, October 12th, I?r. Elder turned over the POW mail he had brought 


from the States. 


Urt a 1 rooriu c/'.r't nH t Ka *9 1 oftfiyc nnH f-h roo na r* L*n r* 
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alphabetically . He handed them to M. Toan. He then went on a tour of 
/Thanh Hoa Province, about 5 hours south of Hanoi in connection with stories 
he is writing for magazines. When he returned to Hanoi, he saw M. Toan once 
again and inquired about the packet of letters. U. Toan said they had been 


a. a tiArs 
£ A V W* 


w i e a a 


A a 
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: On Thursday , October 16th, the POW issue wAs raised a 'third time. This -time 
. 7 the North Vietnamese gave a^lecture on their prisoner policy. Among prisoners 
they distinguish between "aggressors" and "victims of aggression." The pilots 
:. i! /are defined as "aggressors" . because they are volunteers and officers (not 

•draftees), and they were .engaged in attacks on North Vietnamese civilians when 
; they were shot down (attacks contrary to principles enunciated at the Nuremberg 
• v trials). The North Vietnamese define themselves as "revolutionary humanitarians 
they claim to policb themselves and give the POW's adequate medical care and 



diet* They see no reason to have ar. ermediary . Pilots get twice as much 
rice, fish and vegetables, as the typical North Vietnamese. They have news- 
papers in camp and some reading matter. Then Dr. Elder said his ’wrist was 
slapped”, when they said ’’your government is using the families of the missing 
men and POW’s for propaganda purposes.” Then Dr. Elder made this point, that 
"the rolease of a prisoner list would end the propaganda." Dr. Elder told 
them that their policy of refusing to release names hurt the "victims of 
a £S r *ssion f " i.e. , the families of the men at home. The men themselves knew 
that they weie alive, but the families at home did not know, and were suffering 
unnecessarily. 

At a meeting with the Foreign Minister, Nguyen duy Trinh, M I would like to 
ask a question of you, but I do not want an answer now." Dr. Elder then made 
the same points he had made the day before with the Vietnam Committee. He 
concluded by asking, "Will you change your policy regarding releasing the 
names of U. 5. prisoners?” With that Dr. Elder changed the iubject. 

i 

Five days later, Dr. Elder was back in Washington talking with Frank Sieverts 
in the State Department. Mr. Sieverts said that over 4-5 years, the U.S. 
ex-POW , who have comt? back from Hanoi have had different experiences ranging 
from quite adequate to quite inadequate. Some reported torture. Then Dr. 

Elder said that he had spoken with a North Vietnamese doctor, who had given 
physical'Checkups to two pilots captured in Nam Ha Province. Dr. Elder said 
that, to the extent he accomplished anything on the FOW issue, it was to place 
pressure on the North Vietnamese . to release a list of the men to some anti-war 
group. Just a short time after Dr. Elder had returned, William Kunstlcr, the 
new mobe lawyer, left for Paris, so perhaps the North Vietnamese were going to 
release a list to Kunstler, Dr. Elder felt that mail from prisoners families 
is getting into Hanoi, but very little is getting out. 

* . % 

The remainder of tije meeting* consisted of questions and answers. 

■*» 

Q. Again, why cannot our government offer ransom for the prisoners? 

A. When a Stockholm Conference on Reconstruction sends representatives in 
December .to Haooi , perhaps some of the member neutral nations can press for a 
list of FOW’s then. The American Friends Service Committee delegate to this 
conference is Mr. Lou Schneider, American Friends Service Committee Inc., 

„160 N. 15th St. # Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19J.02. Mr. Tom Swain of St. Paul 
suggests that we contact him and make this requestT. (Asking for a set of 
►letters of opinion, from other member nations to Hanoi for refusing to give 
a list o t men tfyey a.re holding.) .Dr. Elder points out w t£at tfte North Vietnamese % 
administration Is bureaucratic and pursues details, so :they must keep an 
accurate listing and accounting of the men they are holding. Dr* Elder felt 
that one of the most important men he spoke with while there, was Nguyen Duy Trinh, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, of the^Dem* Republic of Vietnam.- 

<3. How do they react to the moratorium activities in this country? 

« ► ‘ 

A.. They are "pleased and interested” but they are not "overwhelmed with 


X 


-J 


gratitude. M They feel they can "go it alone", as far as the war is concerned. 
Dr. Elder said that they did send a message to participants in the moratorium 
thanking them for their support. 

Q. Do the North Vietnamese talk about their troops in Laos' 1 


A. They talk about Laos in their news broadcasts frequently. They call 
their military forces, the "Peoples Liberation Army." So among themselves, 
they do admit to being in Laos and South Vietnam. Marge Nelson, a Quaker 
doctor, was captured in Hue in the 1968 Tet offensive and held prisoner by 


♦ W ft VT ft \ f V A fts Aft A 

wiic aui i- a vickiiAucs^i 
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Marge Nelson 


had given Joe Elder some photographs of herself to be given in gratitude to 
the wife of one North Vietnamese and the sister of another North Vietnamese 
who had been particularly kind to her, while sho was their prisoner. It 
was/slightly embarrassing moment when Dr. Elder gave the North Vietnamese tho 

_ 1 _ _ . J . _ _ i L. J» ^ — — ft. — J . _ 4. U ft 4 ft ft . . U ft . 4- V ft VTaa . k A.WftMABA A Aft < A ftftH 

pnotos, 'Since uncy rexiuctuu on vuu xauw uui nui wu ucumwcvc «i - 

in South Vietnam. ' 


lliw^vu 


Q. Do you know anything about the North Vietnamese POW's held in the South? 

(Dr. Elder) * 

* 

A. In 1965, when the International Committee of the Red Cross had offered 
to begin dealing with prisoners of war, and the South Vietnamese had not 
responded, the Americans threatened to take over handling the POW camps 
■if the South Vietnamese' did not correct the situation. Today the Swiss 
representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross inspect these 
southern camps. After their inspections, they report any shortcomings to 
the South Vietnamese government itself and request the shortcomings be 
remedied. It is estimated by the ICRC that the Saigon government holds about 
31,000 POW 1 s , 6f whom only about 18,000 have had their names submitted to 
the ICRC by the Saigon government, leaving 13,000 held but not unaccounted for. 
This 31,000 includes both NLF and North Vietnamese POW's. 

When Dr* Elder was in Quang Ngai, South Vietnam, he visited a civilian political 
prison and found ’conditions there very deplorable, crowded with people (1,400 
• in a prison de^siffned for 400) locked up in great numbers at night with no 
toilet facilities. So, the' Quakers, like the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 

"are on record" as having noted these unsatisfactory prison conditions. 



CO 100-909 
7 






.V 


continued that she received a fora 
letter fron a group in Philadelphia known as the Woaen 
strike for Peace, to tooth 19th Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 19107. The letter Is dated January 91, 1970, 
which letter Is signed hy KTHKL TATLOt (tn. Vi 1 lias Taylor) 
1905 Ashford Vay, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. MBS. 
nade available a copy of this letter. 





TWENTY SOUTH TWELFTH STREET 



.V 

ten- / Uw v ‘- , 

v ctrirco Co? v 


V5- *ijf ,/•/ 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 
Telephone: 561*2636 


January 21, 1970 



I am sorry that it has taken me so long to write to 
you but I've been waiting until I could make definite 
suggestions to you and now I am pleased to say I can. 


I regret very much that I did not bring back a letter 
for you but now an organization has been set up between 
the Peace Movement and Hanoi specifically for the purpose 
of forwarding mail and forwarding inquiries regarding 
prisoners from the immediate family. 


The organization is the Committee of Liaison With 
Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam and is 
located at 365 W. 42nd Street, New York City, N.Y., 10036. 


I. am a member of this Committee, Please do not hesitate 
to contact me for any reason. 


Cordially, 



Mrs . 


William Baylor 


1505 Ashford Way 

Phi la. , Pa., 19151 

MX 2-9078 (Area Code 215) 


P.S. You will shortly receive information directly from 

the Committee of Liaison with details of its operation. 


*7 
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stated that her first contact with 
the Coanlttee of LUiaon vith Families of Serrlceaen 
Detained la Forth Vletaa* «u fe j latter dated January ! 
1970. froa this group, addressed to her boas la 
This letter was signed fey BAB BAM VKBSTB. Htfl 
aade ara liable a copy of this letter. 





COMMITTEE OF LIAISOfJ 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnan 

345 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
colufam 


A In .fa*- 


(212) 765*1490 


Co-chairman: 

Dov# Do] linger 
Coro WoUft 

T r#o surer: 

Mrs* Ann* B#nn*tt 

Committee (in formation): 
Ronruo Davis 
Rev. Richard F*rnond*z 
*Magg»e Geddas 
# $tove Halliwell 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof* Boa Seitxman 
Ethel Toylor 

* Barbara Webster 
*Trudi Young 

* staff 



Ethel Taylor has asked us to contact you and 
we are enclosing our Information Sheet which 
describes the Committee of Liaison. 

Also enclosed is an air letter form which you 
may wish to use. The North Vietnamese have 
said that prisoners may send and receive one 
letter a month, and a package (not over six 
pounds in weight) every other month. Note 
the correct moil address and route in the 

Tnfn qM An 

«kti * W4IMW W * WH WKW W V • 


The only way to secure the eventual release 
of prisoners is through the decision by the 
United States to -end the war. But in the 
meantime we are pleased to be able to sssist 
in the communication between men and their 
families. We hope to be sending you letters 
from Robert in the near future. 


Sincerely, 
Barbara Webster 







COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


cable address; 

COLIAFAM 


(212) 765*1490 


rfin 

Dov# Dellinger 
Coro Woitt 

Treasurer: 

Mrs* Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
"Maggie Geddes 
Steve Halliwell 
Prof. Donald Kclish 
Stewart Meachom 
Prof. Beo Seitxman 
Prof. Franz Schumann 
Ethel Toylor 
"Barbara Webster 
Trud* Young 

"staff 


April 20, 1970 


Dear 



a es 


& a* 


-1/' 


Rev i RlcffS td TSPflU Hdfez , A member of the 
►Committee of Liaison, returned today from a 
"two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. He 
brought hack the enclosed letter along with 

^"1 ^ A A* V A 0. & «A A. tM (A ta a * jm M A. ^ mm V. A 4 Uk _ V*. A ^ .3 a 

UWHBl’S AA’OUI (J 1' * tt Vli W i' JJ (JO iU in 

North Vietnam. 


While there. Rev. Fernandez held a lengthy 
Interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
Schweitzer, Cdr. Walter Wilber and Lt. Col. 
Edison Miller. He also was advised by North 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
write letters monthly on the enclosed air- 
letter forms. We are therefore sending 
several to you at this time and will send 
more with subsequent mall. 

We are of course very pleased to be able 
to forward this letter to you. 



Slnoerely yours, 

rt a * > 


St even E. Halliwell 


*/ Cjvv-'O’/' 

♦ 


s'3. 






CLERGY AND LAYMEN CONCERNED ABOUT VIETNAM 

a national emergency committee 

475 Riverside Drive New York, N.Y. 10027 212-749-8518 




CO-CHAIRMEN 

Dr. John C. 

President, 

Union Thtoiogictl Semina y 

JUbbi Abraham /. HescheJ 
Proiasor, jewtth Theoiogicei 
Samxmry o i America 

Mrs. Cor «tu Scott King 
A tUnu, CtorgU 

Mr. Philip Scharper 

Vict-fresideni, 

Sheed t Wad, /r>c 

Dr. Jamti p, Shannon 
Vic*~Fretidtni 
St. }w hn's College 
Santa Ft, New Mexico 


DIRECTOR 

fcev. Richard R- Fernandez 


PROGRAM AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS 

Mn. Uvernc Sank* 

Mr, David Schilling 
Mr. Michael O. Sedort 
Mr. Keith Waiaon 
Mm Vicki W«X 


June 4, 1970 


£0 


Thanks so much for your letter of May 9. I’ve simply been over 
my head with work, and I'm just now getting into some of my 
back correspondence, 

I 

I was pleased to be able to go to North Vietnam and carry a letter 
to your son. With you, I hope that a speedy end to the war can be 
found so that your son and the sons of Vietnamese can be Returned 
to their homes. 

If there is ever any way in which I can be of assistance to you, 
please don’t hesitate to call upomme. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard R. Fernandez 
Director 
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NATION Al COMMJTTEE 


l 


•Mrs. M i4 Adjali 
*Dr, John C. Bennett 
^Rev. Daniel Brrrtgan, S.J. 

^ Rcv. Philip Bcrrigan, S.5.J. 

Rev. Eugene Carson Blaise .i . 

Rev. Harold Bosley ** 

Rev. Malcolm Boyd 
•Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
"Dr. Robert McAfee Brown 
xj Dr. ^Daniel Callahan ^ 

Rev Donald R. Campion, S.J. 

~Dr. William B. Cate - \ 

•Rev. W.lliam Sloane Cofhn, J r. 

*> “ Dr. Henry Steel e~Commager r 
Sifter Mary Conta, l.H.M. 

Rt. Rev. Darnel Corrigan 
Mr. Wayne C. Cowan 
Dr. Harvey C. Cox 
Rt.. Rev? William Crittenden i- ’ 
1 Rt. Rev. C. Edward Crowther 
Rev. Edwin T. Dahlberg 
Miff Eileen Egan 
Mother M. Jogues Egan, R.S.H.M. 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eiven<jrath : r ^ . 
•Mr. Gerhard Elston < 


-•r 


V 




•Mr. James Finn 
•Rev. Harold K. Fray, Jr. 

• Rufielj /ulJcr , 

» • ■ ^ Rishop Charles F. Co I den ’ ^ 

* ■>•* 4 Dr. Dana McLean CreeJty . .. j.» 

•Rev. Herschet Halbert i • n ** * * 1 

•Rabbi Abraham j. Heschel. r** - 

Rev. David R. Hunter ' 

Mrs. Dorothy H Hutchinson 
^ * .i *Mr. Barry Johnson * 

•Mrs. Coretta Scot l King * r < 

«*' 4 -i^Kabbi Arthur J. lelyveld^ •- . > •. 

*Mrs. Howard Levine * « - .* ■ • ' 

Mrs. David Levitt ^ •* * <•» - - A r* 

Bishop John Wesley Lord 
•Rev. William MacElvaney , 

Dr. Martin E. Many 
Btshop James K. Mathews 
. ,* C ^ ” Mrs. Eugene J. McCarthy . . «*. 

Rev. Richard .T. McSor[«y, SJ. . 

. *Df .'Seymour Melmab ., i.^v 
Rt. Rev. PauJ J. Moore, Jr. 

Dr. Hans J. Morgenihau 
•Jc — : ' Rt- Rev. J. Brooke Mosley 

•Denotes Steering Committee members. 


•* l 


•Rev. Richard John Nnhw 
Dr. RrmhoJd Niebuhr 
•Mr. Michael Novak 
•RevC Robert Pierce 
- m lf * * Mr * Robert C. Ransom 
* Rabbi Max Routtenberg 
Dr. Harold Row 
•Mr. Philip Scharper 
Dr, Howard Schomer 
f _ w # 0 t. m James P, Shannon 
Dr. Richard ShaulJ 
. «• - Rev. Rodney Shaw 
‘ *Rev. John B Sheerm, CS.P. 

'V . Rev. Joseph Sh tier 
. Miss Thelma Stevens 
**Dr. 'Tom T. Stonier 
Bishop R. Marvm Stuart 
Dr. John M. Sworn ley, Jr. 

* ; Sister Ann Patrick Ware, S.L. 

„ ‘ Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel 
^ ' Rabbi Jacob Wemstein 

•Dr. Charles C. West 
Mr. Herman Will, )r. 

•Dr. Walter Wink 
Dr. Colin W. Williams 
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MRS. 
fro* the 




V> 


stated she bad received an in for sat Ion 
ttee of Liaison dated January, 1970, 


which sheet save background i nf o r nation, functions of the 
conn it tee. clarification and **who we arc*** 


icatioi nan 
■iadrUdd 


^^Hairiild that no nenb er of the; Cdnaittee 
of Liaison has personally contacted her and the only contact 
she has had has been by letter or letters which are earlier 
set forth In this Interview. She advised in no way has 
the Consittee harassed her in any manner . She advised 
that ns a result of her coatact with this CdH^tee, she Ljc. 
has received oae letter Iron her son. MRS . stated * 

she and her husband had attended a meeting i^nahioftoo 
la lay, 1970, which meeting was dedicated to the discussion 
of Prisoners now held by lorth Yietnamese authorities 
and how relatives could contact these prisoners of war. 

She stated over the past year and n half, she has become 
acquainted with several other families who also have 
sons or husbands now prisoner^of war . She advised that 
her son's pilot was ii&aedfl^^kvho has never been heard 
from since the time that letcrashed . She advised 

she has had some contact with IRS.flHMA whose father 
i^an Admiral in the Navy, stationnHI^^Khington. MRS. 
stated that she would be glad to provide the above 
^flsiornation in the forn of testimony if it were needed. 
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V- Lieutenant JOHN A. DRAUGHOW, Perfonal Affairs 
Officer, Charleston Air 'forbe .Base; Charleston), „Sduth 
Carolina, on jftily 1970 : furnished iht names of the 
following persons: ' ■ ■■ ^ ^ 



ho 


w 

in Vietri 


is missing In action 

f the Worth Vietnamese. 




Father of 

United Stdtes Air Force, "prisoner in North Vietnam. 

He furnished the names of no additional persons. 

U 




ana sne aavisea tnat sne nas naa no contact witn tne 
Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam (COLIFAM) and she knows no one that has been 
in contact with COLIFAM. 


; 



She declined to furnish the identity of other 
families In the Charleston, South Carolina, area. 


& 


F '• , 

Hu*. 


\t V 




t. 
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Agent 





yt* 

estimation yas conducted by Special 


8ft J 


II, 1870, negative attempts made to interview 
,■■1 Personnel If fain Office,' Myrtle Beach |klr Fores 

■ Li O 



On August 11. 1070, 8ft. 

Affairs, Myrtle Beach AFB, advised flat a coaming to his files 
vhich Include only Air Force personnel, he has the following 
record of two Individuals who are, In Air Force terns, "mlss- 
lng la action"* 

FIRST INDIVIDUAL 

Uptiln HlgTlI M ALLEN, white male, date of birth - 
September 81 , 1943 , at Conway, South Carolina, Service Number 
266-60-3540, assignment - Detachment 1 56th Special Operations t 
Wing s« at j/kvcb 26. 1070 i-fioctad only family is l/t^ 



SECOND INDIVIDUAL 

T tw swvuiiU i n d ivi dual is a Captain MELVIN E. LADEN IG, 
white male, date of birth - August 8, 1944 in Denver, Colorado, 
Service Number 522-54-8724, assigned to 497th Tic* Fighter 




Li 

He stated both inf*' J ~ 

had talked personally with 
on numerous occasions; however, 
him that they had been contacted by any group affiliated with 
prisoners of war. 

Sgt.^^^^^B explained that Captain ai.i.ww was on a 
training mlsslo^rTT^lnother pilot. Apparently during a maneu- 
ver the plane crashed and Captain A LI JEN was presumed to be dead. 

“ ” . L * 

He stated that in regard to Captain LAD8VI6 that 
while m ak i ng an attempted landing^ observation of the aircraft 
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following the first pass, observers ssv in explosion and sub- 
sequent fireball, but no para chute . Be stated that Captain 
unvn sas iTMuMd to be M, 

Mb eta ted both Indlvldmals had been f Ipiaf eat of 
. Thailand and there has been no evidence to hie knovledee ef 
earreapondenoe froa them since thej were declared missing in 
action. 



! 











o 100-909 7 




Office of s 
Base, South 
furnish no 
matter. 


/' 7 ^' 

Detachment Commander, 

_ — _ / A OT \ OU a «.* A 4 w 17 a v»a a 

*Jtl mveST/lgaT/lOne (uoij, ^aow nxx 

ina, advised on September 3 > 1970 he could 
onal information concerning instant 
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un'Te; states wylknment 

Memorandum 


Alt he. P&l rwv- 


TO 


FROM 



dir^cti:; , yyi (i 




date: 


d-C, BALL " £ (100-1200?; (i ) 




colifa:: ,• 

16 - -HISCELLANEOU £. , A - 
REGISTRATION ACT 

w — 7 


Ro New York airtel tp Bureau dated 6/9/70. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an LH1-; 
oncerning captioned matter. Three copies are enclosed 
for New York. 


fp "U /\ 1 VI A A « . I * 4 i e. A. M. X J — u. 


J J 



ijic jdu r«du T s atianiion is aireccea to tne race /S % / 
that all of the wives or relatives of prisoners of war 
(PCN) who have been interviewed by the Dallas Office thus 
far concerning their contact with C0LIFAK have expressed w u 
an attitude of cooperation with the FBI 5 however, each V: - 
has .requested that none of the information which thev £ 

furnish concerning CCLIFAK.be disseminated outside the o 

FBI until such time as their respective husband or relative- • 
is releasee and safely bad: in the United. Spates. It is £ ft 
believed that othar FfTJ fariliec. trhon Iron- Hfiorl 1 1 C “ 

— - - — ” ^ ^ w w ^ 11 a a wa 1 1 , v • *r _l _j_ „ 

express ihe same attitude. Dallas, therefore, proposes 
not to per sue the investigation to identify and interview 
additional F0.-J families regarding their contact with 
CCLIFAK, U/.CB. 


t. J 



• * 

>< 


b 


Dallas indices are negative concerning C0LIFAK. o 

j § 

Investigation is beirig conducted by the D-llas Z 

OffJ^^^^gr^ ;; or th , Tex|^^t2^oc i aie_^ttd intervievr Mrs. 

and Mrs. 
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In Raply* Pimm Jty<r Jo 
FiUNo. 


UP 0 ATES DEPARTMENT OF T1 j 
t.jEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTICA..JN 

Dallas, Texas 
September 22 , 1970 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN 
NORTH VIETNAM 


Confidential Informants familiar with activities 
of groups in the Dallas, Texas area, who are opposed to the 
war in Vietnam, were contacted during the course of this 
investigation and could furnish no information regarding 
captioned organization. 
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CLASSIFIED 
SHINTO •*' 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. ‘ It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Stand 





Exchange 
accomi 
Mrs, 

of pi*??5ne7^T^^7aF (POW) oemg 

to Paris, France, where they contacted a representative 
of the North Vietnam government who identified himself 
as Mr. TAM. He advised this person told him that if he 
really wanted to do something to help the POWs in North 
Vietnam, that he should, return to the United States and 
contact RENNIE DAVIS or CORA WEISS. Further, that he 
should join the peace movement to end the war in Vietnam 
and the POWs would not be a problem 


-j._i « 



Mr stated that in November, 1969* the 
day before Thanksgiving , he filmed an interview with a 
Mr. GIAI, a representative of the North Vietnamese in 
Stockholm, Sweden, and this person also advised him to 
return to the United States and contact RENNIE DAVIS or 
CORA WEISS if he wanted to assist the POW families. 



Mr. VHVQ stated that he returned to Stock-holm, 
Sweden, on August 7, 1970, and again contacted a representative 
of the North Vietnamese. Ke stated this person refused to 
identify himself and told him to return to the United States 
and contact RENNIE DAVIS if he wanted to help the POWs. 

He advised he had a telephone conversation with a Swedish 
secretary who is employed at the North Vietnam Embassy in 
Stockholm and this person told him that he had been previously 
told how to help the POWs; that is, he should return to the 
United States and contact RENNIE DAVIS. 



w “ h - } k s • 

the National 


ano 

league or Families ol 1- riH UJIUI'S MW kiliLftfe in Action in 
Southeast Asia> 1- Constitution, Avenue , Washington, D.C., 
and that through this office the identities and addresses 
of all POWs whose families have been contacted by COLIFAM 
could be obtained. 
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RE: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 




t\ 


B. APPiOlL 

On Atgust 27 , 1970, Mr advise 
that Douglas B/WJegdahl, a Navy seajnan ^ra^re^ased by 
Hanoi to Rennie \3 a vis on August j? , 1 909 » and was brought 
back to the United States by Davis* He advised Hggriflhi / 
was in Dallas for 







! / 


V 7 


a conference with he and^ 

August 24-26, 1970o He stated that in int L> a v j*wn wx 
Hegdahl, Hegaahl explained that he had never seen or heard 
of Rennie Davis prior to his release to him and that after 
he returned to the United States, he had had no subsequent 
contact with Davis or COLIFAK. Meurer advised that Hegdahl 
thought he was chosen for release by the North Vietnamese 
because he was with the Navy, not a pilot, and was a very 
young boy, age 21 , and just happened to be at a place 
where Davis could see him. Meurer explained that Hegdahl 
was cooperative, butwmldnot do anything against COLIF AM 
or Davis for fear of jeopardizing lives of other POWs 
being held. V v 

On Au gust 2 8, 1970, Mrs 

Texas, advise' 

has been missini 

since uctouui, i^uua aiiL uiai she has never heard from hinf 
since he was reported missing in action. She stated hhe 
has had no commonic anions or contacts with COLIFAM. 

On August 2 

advised that his son, 

North Vietnam and that ms daugh 
a letter through COLIF AM; however, ne 
discuss the matter and neither did he want to furnish his 
daughter-in-law's address for fear that contact with her 
might jeopardize the life of his son. \ If? & 




had received 
did not wish to 



On September 1 * 1 970 

Texai . 

son was a Jr'uw in worm Vietnam. 'He stated his sister, this 
boy's mother, had received three letters through COLIFAK. 

The first letter was dated December 24, 1969, and was 
received in March, 1970. The second letter was received 
two weeks later. He stated that his sister then sent COLIF AM 
a $25 contribution and subsequently received a letter of 
several pages which appeared to have come through without 
being censored as i^corrtained language which any boy would 
write his mother. stated that he would not 
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RE: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 


identify either his sister or his nephew for fear of 
placing his nephew : s life in jeopardy. Re advised he 
would he glad to furnish the name of his nephew following 
his release and return to the United States provided this 
information is needed at that time 





^ u . s * 

Air_JForc£/ Was FcporUu 1111 yy 114 19S9, 

She stated that she has been notified by tn^u3TAja‘ Force 
that they now believe he is a POW since they have located 
the crash-site of his airplane and no evidence was found 
to indicate he was deceased. She stated she has not 
received any correspondence through COLIFAK and neither 
has she been contacted by this organization. 
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yhfr fer.}//fss of Servicemen Detained in North Vietm :.: 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N-Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS 
couafam 


{ 212 > 76 S-U 9 ) 



o-choi rmen: 

Dow Dellinger 
Cora Weiss 



Kerch 25, 1970 „ ^ 

w 

We heve just received word from I.ercl that 


Deer 



reosurer: 


•i 


t 


Mrs. Anne Benr.ett 


^'^Committee (in formation): 
Rennie Davis 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
^Maggie Geddes 

* Steve Halli weif 
Stewart Mecchom 
Prof. Bea Seiixmcn 
Ethel Tayicr 

* Barbara Webster 
*Trudi Yourg 



g letter fron 

hes been mailed to you fY-om NorthT Vietnam. His 
neras was include-! in s list of 80 servicemen 
just received: this list represents advance 
notice of 82 letters mailed together In a 
package due to arrive soon. As soon as it comes, 
wo will forward it to you. Forgive this mimeo- 
graphed communication, but we wanted you to knew 
as quickly as possible. 


510 ff 


.? 


The Committee of Liaison was set ur to facilitate 
communication between men who are held in North 
Vietnam and their families in this country. You 
may be interested to know that since this new 
arrangement was made with the North Vietnamese in 
December, 376 letters have been sent from Hanoi 
through us to families, and thet as of this 
current notification 256 servicemen have been confirmed as held by 
the North Vietnamese. More mail is en route end it is expected that 
mall will soon be normalized. 


' \ 


The arrangement for mail is described in the announcement enclosed. 
We are very pleased to be able to perform this service end tope that 
you will feel free to be in touch with us should you have further 
questions.. In the meantime we continue to work for the immediate and 
complete withdrawal of ell troops from Vietnam; to bring to an end 
the fighting, killing and capturing: and to hasten the day when ell 
families, American end Vietnamese will be reunited. 


pk 



Sincerely yours. 




Core Weiss Dave Dellinge 


t-y/a/? Pfiziiftes o' Scrvfce.mQii Decs if? ad *r 3 north Vietnam 


We^< 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 1 


.ABLE ADDRESS: 

COL! AF AM 


lo-choi rine;: : 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 



reosurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 
ommittec 

Richord J. Barnett 

Rennie Davis 

Madeline Duckies 

Prof. Richord Folk 

Rev. Richard Fernandez 

Norman Fruchter 

*Maggie Geddes 

Steve HaMiwell 

Prof. Donald Kalish 

Stewart Meacham 

Prof. Beo Seilxmon 

Prof. Franz Schumann 
* 

Ethel Toy! or 
'Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 


'staff 


( 212 ) 7 £ 5 -l 4 v 0 


April 20, 1970 



Rev. Richard Fernandez, 8 member of the 
Committee of Liaison, returned today from a 
two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. He 

5aftrMiorHF loLhoyi A Inner w 1 Lh 
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201 others from prisoners being held in 
North Vietnam, 

* 

While there. Rev. Fernandez held 8 lengthy 
interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
Schweitzer, Cdr. Walter Wilber and Lt , Col. 
Edison Miller. He also was advised by North 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
write letters monthly on the enclosed air- 
letter forms. We are therefore sending 
several to you at this time and will send 
more with subsequent mail. 

We ere of course very pleased to be able 
to forward this letter to you. 



Sincerely yours 



Steven E. Halliwell 




Fsr.icl' :s 


i>f SarviG&ra&n Dcic , ’S9^ in FJortk V/sti:s.r.; 


42nd Slrvct, How York, M.Y. It 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COL1AFAM 


( 212 ) 765-1490 


Co-cho irrncn: 

Dcve Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 



reo surer: 

Mrs* Anne Bennett 

ommittee 

Richard j. Bornett 
Rennie Dcvis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernondez 
Norman Fruchter 
*Mcggie Geddes 
Steve HalliweJI 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Beo Seitimon 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Toy! or 
^Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 


Staff 



We ! re very happy to forward this letter 
to you which just arrived from North Vietnam 
alone: withal others. 

We know it* a been a long time since 
you were informed that this letter was en 
route, but it's a long trip end we too are 
delighted that they T ve arrived. 


Sincerely, 



Barbara V/ebster Maggie Geddes 
for the Committee of Liaison 



A 
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FnmH 7 ' " of Serviceman Deie * 'd in North Vietnam 


j . Hi. 42nd Street, Nov- York, N.Y. 10 .. 


rABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 


( 212 ) 765-1490 


Ce-choirmen: 

Dove Pel linger 
Coro We iss 



T reosurer: 

Mrs, Anne Bennett 



Committee 

Richard j. Sornett 
Rennie Davis 
Model ine Duckies 
Prof. Richcrd Folk 
Rev, Richard Fernande 
Norman Fruchter 
*Maggie Geddes 
Steve Holliwel) 

Prof. Donald Ka!ish 


Oa lAi M | 

MICTTUI 
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Prof. B eo Seitiman 
Prof. From Schurmonn 
Ethel Tcylor 
^Barbara Webster 
Trodi Young 


z 


*staff 


June 14, 1970 


Dp fir f* r i p n * 

— - w v «- * A ^ v A I W* f 

We are very glad to send you the enclosed 
letter from North Vietnam, It, along 
with 142 others, was brought to this" 
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin 
and Judy Claver — anti-war activists 
who spent two week's in North Vietnam, 

The letters wprp sllcrht'l-j 

— ~ '* v ^ «*“ ^ ^ W V J W ^ UJ Jf W U X L / 

getting here because all the material 
they brought bacV: with them, including 
the letters, v:as confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal. This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 



There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 
If you would like them to take a letter 
from you, please send it to us in the 
next week or so. 



Sincerely, 

IDCXi^OOJl \AJ JL^of^JL 

Barbara Webster 



y y 
i 1 


With Fo j,1 ///v 


/vie z-r/j cr, De^zii 
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365 »tcsJ 42nc! Streep New York, N.Y. 100^ 


(212) 765- 1/ 90 

!>3LE ADDRESS: 

COLIAF AM 


s-chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

eo surer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 
ommittee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richord Falk 
Rev. Richord F ernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
*Moggie Geddes 
Steve Haliiwell 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meocham 
Prof. Bea Seitzman 
Prof. From Schumann 
Ethel Taylor 
^Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 


June 25 , 1970 


Dear friend: 

We are very happy to send you the enclosed 
letter. It, along with 105 others, was 
brought back to this country by a group 
of anti-war people who have just returned 
from a visit to North Vietnam. 

This brings to a total of 1,110 letters 
which the Committee of Liaison has for- 
warded on to families since last December. 


Sincerely, 


Barbara Webster 


* stc ff 
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vjiih Fa e? SzTirivcnie?* Do to food /V? Worth 

'/e ‘2nd Street, New York, N Y. 1 


:ABLE ADDRESS: 

C0L1AFAM 


lo-chairmer: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

reosurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


omrnittee 
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Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
*Maggie Geddes 
Steve HalliweM 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Msccbofri 
Prof. B eo Seitzmon 
Prof. Frcnz Schurmonn 
Ethel Taylor 
*Bcrbaro Webster 
Trudi Young 


(212) 765-1490 
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From: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 


On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
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pilots held In detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 


1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

2) Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 


‘stoff Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 

wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 

want to write. 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that 


, rrom cnis point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adber to the above. 


If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R,," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letter 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 

While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dow! of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt, Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their 


Richard Fernandez 


page 


families, ana ashed that packages include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison 1 s contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over BOO letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 156 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have anv further auestions please do not hesitate 

' - ■ W « * ... 

to contact us. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


At/ iic. to l J-in- 


9/ 4/70 



Air .Farce, was reported tlfilnf m action by ih% Al^Torce / ) 
January 19, 1907. Abe advised that hie status was changed — 
to a prisoner of ear in October, 1969. She stated that this 
^change was based on Information furnished by a prisoner of 
war who had been released. 

k* 



ta'ted that in March, 1970, 


h* VAT-AtvAji 

•• m v* f vn 


a letter from tni Coemit tee of Liaison stating in substance 
that a package of letters had been rec el ve^from Hanoi which 
Included a letter fros her husband. Mrs. ■j^HBstatni that ^7 
sub sequently she received a telephone cal^x^W^aARBARA 
VKBSTXR, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, advising that she had 
just had word that a letter fros her husband, a prisoner of 
war in Morth Ti etnas, had been received and was being 
forwarded to her. Abe stated she received this letter 
March 11, 1970, and it was the first and only letter that 
she had received fros her husband since he was reported 
missing in action. 8 he advised the letter was dated 
Deceriy^^^L 1969, and was postmarked December 25, 1969. 
Mr 8 .^|^m^tated that since receiving this first letter, 
she na^Teceived two other letters fros her husband through 
yl*' the Cossittee of Liaison. 

Mrs staged she does not approve of the 

U. 8 . Government permitting the Cossittee of Liaison to 
deal with the Hanoi government; however, she did not want 
any of the information which she furnished the FBI to be 
disseminated outside of the FBI for fear of retaliation 
against her husband. She advised she would not be willing 
to testify against members of the Committee of Liaison. 



Mrs .wH|^JP| stated that the letters which she 
received from he^Eusband and from the Committee of Liaison 
have been forwarded to Randolph Air Force Base. Texas. 



Thii document contoins neither recommendotions nor conclusion* of the FBI. It it the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your ogencyr 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency- ^ - 
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Hatp 
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at her nusband 
e Serial 


umoer security Nu mber_^^^^^^^^M was • 
shot dow^VI^^^^HHrsoiitheaS t of Ha no 1965. 

She stated tnf^Tf^^Rrs flying an unarmed traine^nen.copter , 
CH 3C (Jolly Green Giant) . She advised that he was reported 
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status was changed by the United States Air Force to POW. 

She advised that in early 1970, she received a telegram from 
OUF PALME, Prime Minister of Sweden, advising that the North 
Vietnamese had confirmed that her husband was alive and was a 
POW. She stated following this she received a letter from 
BARBARA WEBSTER of the Committee of Liaison stating that a 
package of letters had been received from Hanoi that included 
a letter from her husband. She stated this letter was forwarded 
to her and was received April 24, 1970, She stated this was 
the first communication she had rer^ued from her husband since 
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1969 , and 

She stated^rui^TW^^WWa^e^x^representative 
hamese named XNAH OAHN at the "Compound" at 


contact with their husbands. She stated that OAHN also gave them 
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the name of "REWARD DAVIS, Committee of Liaison, 365 West 
42nd Street, New York, New York" and told them that they 
should contact DAVIS. She stated that they were also told 
that they should return to the United States and "resale 
quiet or gather the sasses to protest Aserican intervention 
in South Vietnam." i ^ 

Ur s. stated that she and the above 

mentioned wives returnea to Paris in November, 1969, and 
XNAN QAHN was no longer assigned to the North Vietnamese 
Compound. She stated that they contacted a man, MY VAR BO, 
at the North Vietnamese Embassy in Paris. She stated that he 
refused to identify himself and claimed that their husbands 
should be prosecuted as "air pirates and war criminals and did 
not deserve human treatment". She stated this man told them 
to tell their children that their fathers did not deserve 
human treatment under the Geneva rules. She stated that this 
man accused them of being United States Agents and that they 
were sent to Paris by the United States Government in an effort 
to make the North Vietnamese look bad. She advised that they 
then went to Stockholm, Sweden, where they had a conference 
with OLAF PALME but he was unable to furnish any help or 
Information concerning their husbands. In Stockholm, she stated 
they contacted a IJEKY GIAI, a North Vietnamese representative 
who gave them the "same line", also telling them to return to 
the United States a*d join in the protest of the American 
intervention in the war in South Vietnam. 



Mrs. 

this information 
until such time as h 
United States. Mrs. 
she had received from 


^&at 


tated that she was willing to furnish 
BI but would not appear as a witness 
was released and was in the 
furnished correspondence that 
ttee of Liaison. 
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COMMITTEE OF LmASSON 

with Families Servicemen Detains in North Vietnar 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLIAFAM 
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Prof. Richard Falk 
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Dear 

We* re very happy to forward this letter 


to you which Just arrived from North Vietnam 
8long with 1 others. 


Ve know it* a been a long time since 
you were informed that this letter was en 
route, but it 1 a a long trip and we too are 
delighted that they r ve arrived. 


Sincerely, 

Aim 

|S^*V j 

Barbara Webster Maggie Geddea 
for the Committee of Liaison 


COMMITTEE OF L. .ISON 

with Families f Servicemen Detaint in North Vietnai 
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365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y, 10036 

( 212 ) 765*1490 


May 4, 1970 

Prom: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 

On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
w.ith officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

2) Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 


Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 

want to write. 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Llais 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send lett 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 


While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dow: of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had dally exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their 
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families, and asked that packages Include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
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non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 
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Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaisons contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 900 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through tbe Committee of Liaison. Of those, 156 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 
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for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
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ive-day trip to mis, France, September 
She stated this trip was arranged by Congressman OLIN TEAGUE. 

She advised that in Paris they called upon the North Vietnamese 
delegation and the representative whose name she was not able 
to recall but was referred to as "TOM'' assured all of them that 
ha would do all be could to arrange for the men being held as 
prisoners of war in North Vietnam to correspond with their 
families in the United States. She advised that they were 
given the name of RENNIE DAVIS and his address in New York 
and were told that they should contact him on their return to 
the United States. She advised that in a separate conversation 
they were told that the POW's in North Vietnam were being 
permitted to write their families but the United States Government 
was confiscating these letters. She stated she was also told 
that a film had been made by the North Vietnamese showing the 
POW's, their activities, and living quarters, but this film 
had also been confiscated and was not ever shown. 
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Mrs 




that she 




as a POW sent the Committee 
r" $25 after she received a letter from her 
husband through the committee. She stated that subsequent to 
this, this wif e received _a, six page uncensored letter from £er 
husband. 
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she sent the committee her check for $10 ard stated that 
she was Interested in going to Hanoi as a relative of a POW 
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stated that she did this solely for the purpose of trying 
to establish contact with her husband and very definitely 
that she was not in sympathy with the way the Committee of 
Liaison was working with the North Vietnamese in Hanoi. 

Mrs . s ta ted that she would work with "the 

devil" if this a^uHnfelp in her communication with her 
husband. 



Mrs. J|^m|atated that she did not want any of 
the information furnished by her disseminated outside the 
FBI and that she would not testify against the Committee of 
Liaison for fear of retaliation by the North Vietnamese. 

t 

furnished copies of pertinent letters 
she had received "from the Committee of Liaison which are as 
follows: 


Mrs. 
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January, 1970 
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In the course of the Viecnc.ni war, links have been 
built between the people of Vietnam and Americans 
who oppose the war through numerous meetings a no 
conferences* These meetings have taken place in 
Europe, Canada , Cuba and Southeast Asia and have 
included people from both the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and the National Libera- 
tion Front of South Vietnam (now part of the Pro vi- 
sional Revolutionary Government)* 

In these meetings the Vietnamese have always stressed 
a distinction between the U.S . government, whem they 
hold responsible for the policy of war, and the U.S, 
people, whom they believe stil3 value the goals upon which this country 
wi'5 founded — independence, justice, freedom and equality. This same 
d: itinction is evident to those Americans who have visited Ncrth Vj.etnan 
and found that even though the nation is armed to defend itself, the 
people are encouraged by their government to believe that the American 
people are basically decent end humane. 

It is therefore understandable that the Vietnamese should indicate their 
.basic confidence in the American people through the peace movement which 
they believe embodies American ideols, rather than the government. And 
in the past, the Vietnamese have asked the peace movement to receive 
U.S. servicemen — primarily pilots whose planes vere shot dovsn — v;hen the 
North Vietnamese government has decided to release them. On three 
separate occasions — February 19G8, July 1968 and July 1969 — the peace 
movement has gone to Hanoi and returned with released servicemen j on 
one occasion an American peace activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
to receive three released NLP captives. 

In addition, Americans visiting Hanoi have frequently carried letters 
there at the request of families, and have brought back letters from 
servicemen* There have also been occasions when American peace activists 
have met prisoners and talked with then* 

Functions of the Commi ttee 
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A Committee of Liaison has now been established as an extension of 
these past efforts at the request of the North Vietnamese. As on past 
occasions, the peace movement is responding to a request by the Vietna- 
mese to meet a specific, immediate need and is not in any sense repre- 
senting the government of North Vietnam* 


to facilitate coiMumication — 1 

w<w w* » «> . ana servicemen now* imprisoned in North Vietnam. Basically, V.-' 
Committee will receive letters from servicemen and forward them throne h 
the domestic mails, thereby decreasing, we hepe, past problems in the 
receipt of such mail. We will also forward letters to North Vietnam at 
the request of relatives. Families are of course still free to send 
letters and parcels directly but should note that the instructions on 
■ailing previously issued by the State Department are wrong. The correct 
address is: 

name of serviceman 

serial number 

Camo of Detention of U.S. Pilots 
* 

Captured in the D.R.V. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
via M osc ow, U.S ._5\.R . 
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requests for information about servicemen from families who are 
uncertain if their relatives are being held in North Vietnam* Re- 
quests should be submit te& to the Committee, but there is no certainty 
when and if the North Vietnamese will be able to respond. The Committee 
will of course transmit immediately any information that it receives 
to the family. 

t ♦ 

Clarification 




Two clarifications are in order: first, it should be noted that the 
Committee will be dealing r-loly with the government of North Vietnam 
and will not have any information on men held in South Vietnam by the 
Fro vi si on a 1 Revolutionary Government. Nor will we be able to provide 
information at this time concerning men held in Laos or any other South - 
east Asian country where U.S. troops and aircraft are presently involved 
in combat missions. 

\ 

Secondly, the Committee will function entirely apart from the U.S. govern 
ment. The U.S. government has frequently made it more difficult for the 
Vietnamese to be open to the concerns of American families by using the 
families' genuine desires as a propaganda ploy. The government has 
further attempted to provoke an angry response from the Vietnamese by 
publicizing unsubstantiated and inflammatory testimony from fliers al- 
ready released; apparently, the government has decided to jeopardize 
existing communications and the possibility of future releases for the 
sake of propaganda rimed at * prolonging the v>ar. The North Vietna- 
mese are also very aware that the U.S. government 1 s claims of humani- 
tarian concerns are contradicted by the v/cll -documented policy of tor- 
ture end brutality practiced on prisoners taken in the South by U.S. 
end Saigon troops. 

In addition to all these factors, there is the simple fact that the 
resolution of the fate of all the servicemen now held in North Vietnam 
waits ultimately upon a U.S. decision to end the war and withdrew all 
its forces end materiel. 

Who We Are 

~ ■ 

We firmly believe that the safe return of these men end the half 
million others that the U.S. maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 
end aboard naval vessels — who can also be viewed as prisoners, prisoners 
of their own government since many have been sent to fight in a war 
against the dictates of their own conscience — can only come with a de- 
cision on the part of the U.S. government to withdraw from Vietnam. 
Because of this oonviction, we who are serving on this Committee will 
continue our efforts to create popular pressure strong enough to force 
the government to withdraw. 

We are active in a variety of organizations committed to ending the 
war: American Friends Service Committee, the New Mobilization Committee 
■to End the War in Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, 
Women Strike for Peace, The Conspiracy, and Women Against Daddy War- 
bucks. The Committee is supported by donations from individuals and 
organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its v/ork. 
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Telephone: 561-2636 



I am sorry that it has taken me so long to write to 
you but I've been waiting until I could make definite 
suggestions to you and now I am pleased to say I can. 


for 


I regret very much that I did not bring back a letter 
you but now an organization has been set up between 

lovement and Hanoi specifically for the purpose 
of forwarding mail and forwarding inquiries regarding 
prisoners from the immediate family. 


trie Peace 


The organization is the Committee of Liaison With 
Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam and is 
located at $65 VJ. lJ2nd Street, New York City, N.Y., 10035. 


I am a member of this Committee 
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any I'Cdiuji* 


Please do not hesitate 


Cordially, 



Mrs. William Taylor 


1505 Ashford Way 

Phi T 9 Pa 

* t | * • ) J. x ^ x 

MI 2-9078 (Area Code 215) 


P.S. You will shortly receive information directly from 

the Committee of Liaison with details of its operation. 
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Dear ^ 

Ethel Taylor,, a member of our newly-formed 
committee, which will facilitate communication 
between American servicemen hel'. in North Viet- 
nam and their families, has asked us to contact 
you. We are enclosing an Information Sheet 

describing the Committee of Liaison. 

1 

We have also duplicated the enclosed letter 
form which you may wish to use in writing your 
relative. The North Vietnamese have said that 
prisoners can send and receive one letter per 
month and one package (not more than six 
pounds in weight) every other month. Note 
the address and mail route given in the Infor- 
mation Sheet. 

If you would like us to try to find out if 
your relative is a prisoner in North Vietnam, 
send his full name, service number and any 
details you have on when and where he was shot 
down. We will then transmit the inquiry to the 
North Vietnamese and are hopeful of receiving 
a response to every request made. 

It is important to understand that there un- 
doubtedly were many pilots whose planes were 
shot down but whom the North Vietnamese could 
not rescue, and that there are prisoners held 
by the Provisional Revolutionary Government in 
South Vietnam and by the Pathet Lao in Laos 

about whom we are not able to rrpt i nforma 1 1 on 
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We understand your anguish in not knowing about 
your relative and we sincerely hope we can be 
of help in getting information about him for 
you. 

Sincerely, 

PaMoaa 4 /cM i 
Barbara Webster 

P.S. We apologize for sending a mimeographed 
letter but we wanted to get this word to you 
as quickly as possible. 


January 27 , 1970 {2V/} /bb 
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Dear Mrs. 




August 
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13, 


1970 


Thank you for your letter of August 1st and 
for your thoughtfulness in sending a contri- 
bution to our work. The letter to your 
husband will be taken to North Vietnam by a 
group which leaves here this Monday. 


Yes, we have been approached by other wives 
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Invitations to go there come from the North 
Vietnamese, and they have been to people who 
represent various anti-war groups, as well 
as to some newsmen — people who will return 
to this country and then talk and wr i t e 
about their visit, hopefully hastening the 
day the U.S. completely withdraws from Vietnam 
In the event (highly unlikely, I would think) 
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a relative of a prisoner we 


like to Invite 
will keep your 


request in mind. 


Sincerely , 

6d\ 

Barbara Webster 
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IHI CHU {N.B.|: 

1. Phii riet rft Ti chi dirg-c viSt tren nhirng ding ke »|n* (Write 
.legibly end only on the linet). 

2 . Trong thtr chi dir<?-c u6i ve tlnh hinh tire khoe t 4 tinh Hinh 
gia dinh (Write only about health and family). 

I. Gia dinh gin den cOng phai theo dung mJu, khudn kho vi quy 
n4y (Letter: from families should also conform to this proforma). 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


reporting office 


MILWAUKEE 



TITLE OF CASE 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COLIFAM) 



DATE 


> INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


9/18/70 


7/20 - 9/14/70 


REPORT MADE BV 


ITYPIC 



CHARAC 


IS - MISCELLANEOUS; 
REGISTRATION ACT 


Reference 


New York airtel to Bureau dated 6/9/70. 

San Antonio letter to Bureau dated 8/27/70. 
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Administrative 
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0 PO 


Referenced San Antonio letter, 8/27/70, ?orth a L?. 
list of Air Force personnel listed as prisoners of war or 
missing in action, as obtained 8/26/70, from Lieutenant Colonel 
ARCHIE GRATCH, U. S. Air Force Chief, Missing Persons Bureau, 
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. Those persons contained on 

this list nnt. ftlr©3.dv Icnnu/rt to tSp Mi luia nLroo of f i r>o arp oe 

— — — w - ~ ^ ^ w- f» m — v W v* ^ iTAA db FT ^ ^ * «»• A V V -A V M 


follows: 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


CON VI C. 


AUTO- 


FUG. 


fines 


savings 


RECOVERIES 


ACQUIT- 

TALS 


C ASE H AS BEEN: 


PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [ | Y El | [I 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS □YES \ l l 


APP RO V E D 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 




COP I ES MADE: 
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6 / Bureau (100-457899) (RM) 



2 - New York (100-168469) (RM) 


10 SEP 24 1970 


6 - Milwaukee (100-17068) 
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Dissemination Record of Attached Report 
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Request Ret d. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


/// he- tOL tiffLrZs 


Copy foi 


lupori of: 
DoNi 



September 18, 1970 
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Mi Iwaukee 


Field Office File *: 100-17068 


TWe: 


Bvrcou File f: 100—457899 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 


Synoptic 


v** 


INTERNAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS; 

REGISTRATION ACT 

On 6/4/70, MARY^tviNN, a representative of Committee 
of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam (COLIFAM), talked to three families 
of servicemen imprisoned in North Vietnam at American 
Red Cross headquarters, Milwaukee, jfi « The 
"Milwaukee Journal” for 6/26/70 set forth the names 
of five Wisconsin servicemen furnished bvCOLIFAM 
a^be^|^i^oner^^^Nor+h Vietnam. J 

Wis recei^^^^^m w'? c ~ 
^TTers irom ne^rrasDanaT^ imprisoned in North 
Vietnam, through COLIFAM in May 1970. O n 4/20/70 . 
a letter was delivered in person to Mrs. 
by Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ. -and on 12/^^^^Wo 
letters were delivered in person by CORA WEISS, 
both of whom .had just returned from North Vietnam. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
in contact wi' 
three let 
V t nam . 

contact wixn luumn mroug 

received three letters and a postcard from her 
husband, a prisoner in North Vietnam. 



or 


a form letter, received 
risoner in flort h 
Wis . , after 
m letters, has 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your ogency: 
it and its contents ore net to be distributed outside your agency. 
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forward any information he had relating to COLIFAM immediately 
upon receipt. 


Mrs. 
lett 
COLIFAM. 



further advised he will testify that 
_ speech in which reference was made to the 

n North Vietnam, which was being administed by 


had been 



furnished a form letter which he indicated 


ained from Mrs. 



a copy of which follows: 




4 


SdLT&I C&I ( AJJrttnr) 


N0 Tt* (Nome in full): 


tfi LfPtH {Service number) : 

MTI VA MAT S1NH (Date & place of birth) : 


||A CHl (Address) 

TRAI GI AM PHI C6NG M? Bl bAT TAI 
MtijC VI $T * MAM DAN CH6 CONG h6a 


Via Moscow, ussr 


(Ctmp of detention for U.S. pilots captured 

in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM) 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnom 


G LP / (AJJrtuee) 


Hf Tt* (Name in full): 


•|A 6Hl (Address): 





\ 
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INI CHU IN.B.I : 

1. Phil Ti<t rd rk chi love ritt tree afcfrsg l$ng ki »la (Write 
kgibfy and only on the line*). 

2. Trong Uur chi Iitqt b6* tI tlnh bin h wfrt kbit rk tlnh hinh 
gift dlnh (Write only about heakh and family). 

3. lift tilth ni lin cflno phii this l^ng mi n khnAn khX v| *my 
Itah niy (Letters from families should aho conform to thh proforma). 
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The following information was obtained f roa a 
review of "The Milwaukee Journal*' and "Milwaukee Sentinel" 
records, which are kept la "The Milwaukee Journal" Library, 

Fourth and State Streets, Milwaukee c 

A clipping from Friday, June 26, 1970, "The 
Milwaukee journal," had the following inf or na teen date lined 
Sew York, Sew York: 

A list cospllsd by the Cesml ttee of Liaison has 
the following five sanes fros Vlocoosla who are reportedly 
prisoners of war la Sorth Yietaam: 

DAlfllL JAM M0GHTT, LadyMth, Wisconsin; 

FREDERIC S. FL0M, Appleton, Wisconsin; 

MAID XJES GSBSDT. Burins. Wisconsin: 

DOMAID LESTER HKLIGBR, United States Air Force Major, 
Madison, Wisconsin; 

WILLIAM JOBS METZGKR, JB„ Wisconsin Map Ida, Wisconsin 

A clipping dated Saturday, June 22, 1970, from 
the "Milwaukee Sentinel" furnished the following information : 


Three men who visited Hanoi and visited members 
of the Committee of Liaison are as follows: 


VL 


Bniversit 
of Montana^ 


KENMKTH KIRKPATRICK, a 
rvioe-CepmULttee^ 

MA^ 6 /fPATSHHX , 

^isGBKHT W^fTKIFFKR, 


«ember„flt the American 
Washington; 
of Biol og y y Harvard 


Professor of Zoology, University 


in "The Milwaukee journal," dated December 23, 1969, 
the mother of GERA ID LEE GESXDT, Surlng, Wisconsin, stated 
she has been contacted by the Committee of Liaison. 


An article appearing on Friday, January 16, 1970, 

In "The Milwaukee Journal," furnished the Committee for 
Liaison Headquarters address as Committee of Liaison, 365 
West 42nd Street, Hew York, Hew York 10036. Mrs. CARL WEISS 


0n 7/13/70 Milwaukee. Wisconsin Pi | efl M I 100-170 68 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 


FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is 


loaned to your ogency; 


it and ill contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. 
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ns listed as co-chalra&n, residence Biverdale, Rev York. 
Mrs. WEISS «w quoted as saying letters should be addressed 
vlth prisoner's ui t serial nunber, and words: 

Canp of Detention for 0.8. Pilots Captured 
Desocratic Republic of Yletnan 
Moscow, Soviet Union 
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UTS 

advised that 

United Spates Vary# s# 
a ufklT* sf 

Tietnca (Berth Vietnam) Ter three 
She advised as follows 


Repub 
and two Months* 


She first beoame aware of the Cowdttee of 
Liaison with Families of Servicemen detained in Xorth 
Vietnam, (COLXFAM) through the news media* la March of 
1970 she same in direst contest with CfLIFAK When she 
receiTed a l ett er from the Cemittee signed by GOBI 
WEISS and DAVID DELLINGER, co-chairman Of the Cossaittee* 
The letter indicated that she wo aid be receiving in the 
tall two letters fnrn her hash end in the very near 
future* On April 17, 1970 after met receiving the 
letters from her husband she called the Sew York effle# of 


goiarjui ana vaucea so a score vary, uniaenvinea* 
secretary indicated that a packet of 84 letters were 
forth ooralng from Hanoi, B^rth Vietnam, but were not 
in the New York office as vet* Ob Hsy 3, 1970 she 
received two letters fron her husband via the Comittee. 

was addressed to Hr. and Krs* 
end a Chri etnas card was 
She also received on April 20, 

_ 1970, a letter from her husband Which was delivered by 

\ *\ ts A* Vs ^ DT/^tflOn OTOP limP 9 utkA VaJ 

la$ wup up v PA oau uiwuruu/ r umi rvai yuu | wav uau aw wjuvaj i p vujlupu 

from North Vietnam* 


rootivr a w xovbor* « 

CMfiMilp 

nuurB SboQ wOnJPsoir# 


She reeeived two of the letters from her husband 
and both were delivered on Dec amber 24# 1969 by CORA WEISS, 
Who at that time was not a member of COLXFAM, but had 
also reeently returned from North Vietnam* 

She has discussed the Committee sailed COLXFAM 

trfvaa ftf mi aain g aArnr! ft Mtww > hilt ahm la not 

aware of any ethers that have reeeived letters via COLXFAM* 

She would be willing to cooperate with the United 
States Department of Justice In event her testimony became 
necessary at a later date* 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI ond t» looned to your agency 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency* 
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COMMITTEE OF LIm.SON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

365 W«st 42nd Strut, Ntw York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 


(212) 765*1490 


COUAF AM 






Ce-shelffaaat 

Dovnp*1llfif#r 

Cor«Jfiltt 


Mrs. Ann 


(in formation)! 

Rfiiii)ft)n0yi| 

Rtv. Richor<MFfr«iaf)4ft 

*$Uv*Nolliw*ll 
Stewort M*ocham 
Prof. B*o Scitsman 
Etk«rY« y lor 

* B«(bm4ttkil*r ■' 

•T n»djVu«« 

*.to« 


Ftbruifr 6, 2970 



^ ,*£' V 




Deer Mr. end Mrs/ 


Cora Weisa haa asked us to answer your letter of 
January 20th regarding your son. I dm enclosing 

m T r /s M>m> m 4 O V\ is <•» 4- uiVi 4 n K 9 ^ nQ td K 9 t*. t*.VlO 

a U luiuniia tlUli Ol ICC W WUIWII saj/aw AtiM nuw W WMV 

Committee of Liaison is. 

As you will see, one of the things we are doing 
is trying to get information on servicemen who 
may be prisoners in North Vietnam. Servicemen 
who are captured in South Vietnam are held there 
by the Provisional Revolutionary Government and 
the North Vietnamese have no information about 
them. 




If your son was shot down over North Vietnam and 
you would like us to ask the North Vietnamese 
for information about him please send his name, 
service number end any details you hsve on when 
and where he was shot down. If you know of any 
other families in a similar situation you might 
want to refer them to us as well. 

We understand the anxiety you must feel in not 
knowing about your son and hope our government 
will soon come to its senses and withdraw from 
Vietnam ao that all families — Vietnamese and 

A m 4 a An non tw* v«Aitv"i 4 toH Tn hhA m^AnHmP 

nillGi' AVOU — wmi ww * vmn* • * ■« ***v 

we hope to be of help in getting information 
about prisoners held in North Vietnam. 


sincerely. 


Barbara Webster 
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& 


pZ 




In addition, the la t tar was accompanied by a two 
page information aha at from OOLIPAM. 

infomad that whan aha observed 
tha names of tn^Lna^iauaTa who ware on the Committee and 
determined that aavaral of them ware identical to individuals 
involved in tha Ohio ago eonsplraoy triala, aha oaaaad any 
contact and directed no further correspondence to COLIFAM . 
Since that time, aha has determined from tha United States 
Government that her son la a prisoner of war of tha Vletoong 
but has not had any contact with him. 

a/ it 

Mrs. seated that aha knows of no 

one individual by nam^wnohas had any contact with COLIFAM 
but does know that there are numerous families throughout 
the country who have eontaoted this group. She stated she 
has obtained this knowledge as she attended a nationwide 
meeting held May 1, 1970, at Washington, D. 0., with tha 
families of servicemen missing and prisoners of war in 
Vietnam. During this meeting she met numerous persons who 
have had contact with COLIFAK, but she could not recall 

w 4 i1enf4 f ^ aa t 

X x xwwuvx vxw w • 




Mrs. 
contact the FBI 
from this group 




advised she would immediately 
reoeive any future correspondence 
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Mrs. 




an 


pprisea ux me laentlty of the In t or v laving 
tha purpose of the interview. 

yi* 

was 


Mrs.H|^MvSs furthar advlaad that this interview 

s part of an invwt iga t ion requested by J . VALUE yEAGUT 

Assistant Attornay General, and that this investigation is * 
undertaken to develop tha fact that tha Committee of Liaison 
With Fast lies of 8erv lessen Detained in Morth Yi etnas (COLIFAM) 
is acting within the United States at the request of the 
Governs ant of Morth Yietnaa and is involved in political 
activity under the Foreign Agents Registration Act or as a public 1 
agent as described by that Act. 

stated that she has had no contact with 
COL1FAM or CORNERS or any other member of the Committee of 
Liaison. 8he further advised that she does not wish to be 
associated with COLIFAM. 

.I* 





DMIt 


a*. «... a 

VU8t UU 4UUU 


a A«t a 

19<U 


vats 


attended a seating at the American Red Cross, 2400 West 
Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where a MARY WINN 
gave a talk on American prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 

At that meeting WINN made mention of COLIFAM and displayed 
a form letter that the North Vietnamese wished to be used 
by the families of seu^^amen to contact these servicemen in j 
North Vietnam. Mrs stated that WINN did not state 
that she was a mambero^cOLIFAM, but did stress the use of 
this form letter In nontax finer known nrlannare in Worth 


Vietnam. 


KENNETH KIRKPATO 



i J A. Ja fi a A ^ A 


/“In- 
stated she had been contacted by 
peace Education Secretary for the American 
iritjuaa service committee, Inc., 814 North Sas^^Qfh Street,/ 
Seattle, Washington. KIRKPATRICK gave to Mrs. the *?<=- 
COLIFAM list names of known prisoners o^Pt^ield in 

Hanoi. Mrs . made this list available to the investigating 

Agent as wel^E^^ne form letter to be used in contacting 
prisoners in Morth Vietnam as given her by Mrs, MINN. 
jt?<^ — 


> 


FiU* 



Dot* dictated 


S /1 4 /7 0 


Thi* document contoins neither racommondof ions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end is looned to your agency 
it and its contents are net to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Mr*. 




V* 





advised that shs had had contact 
with KIRKPATRICK by letter in which she asked him that on , 
his next trip to North Vietnam would he please attempt to 
deliver a letter to her son in the event he vas a 
of war in North Vietnam. KIRKPATRICK advised Mrs. 
by letter that the 
him that her son," 
was not being hel 
relating to him. 

Mrs 

above. She fu 


e authorities informed 
_ United States Air porce, 
ey had no information 



1 # 


stated she would testify to all of the 
advised that if she received any information 
regarding C0LI7AM she would Immediately notify the Milwaukee 
Office of the FBI. 
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to New York. A cover letter with -the following note was 
attached : 


"May 13, 1970 
"Dear Friend, 

"Today we received two packages of letters 
which we have been expecting from prisoners 
held in North Vietnam. The total number of 
letters in both packages was 156. Although 
the packages were mailed a month apart, they 
both arrived today. Ve are very happy to send 
herewith a letter addressed to you. 

"Sincerely 


Again, Mr. and Mrs. 


"Barbara Webster" 

stressed the point that 
re now in the hands of the 



the ori 
younger 


Mr. and sflTrfted that they would be 

willing to testify to J^^rrra^nas transpired and would, if 
they received any further contact from COLIFAM, contact the 
FBI. 


A copy of the letter from CORA WEISS, dated 
April 7, 1970, follows: 


■j'.'Aiflili'i'bJi C 

WITH FaM 


^IaISON 

'•S OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
West 42nd Street, New Ye 


10RTH VIETNAM 
V. Y. 10036 


(212)765-14? 


-OJ • 


A ' 

\ 


a it *7 to rfn 

H yx J.JL r | j. v f w 




n 

•ollin^or 

o; 2T 


r; 

Anne Bennett 


Dear Mrs* 





Our Committee has recenlty received official ^ 

confirmation of 81 more servicemen being held 
in North Vietnam. By now you should have 




Committee : 


,/ 


heard that 
is on this 



^7 O 


etnamese have 


jjfc..- i 
SB? : J 


- .*■> 


•* _i 


' T. s i 




Richer cl j» ^arnettnow confirmed thorugn the committee or 
Rennie Davis Liaison a total of 335 men being held. 

Mice li ne^ucklep^ 

Prof. Rlchrr^jknxllfThis notification also means that a letter 
iV v. I’.o ii-ir*! Fernando 3 

'* jr Mc'jter is en route from him. The enclosed release 

) **’^ 00 ’ ’-•'iJeddBS explains how mall is forwarded via our 

•Steve Halliwell office. Because mail from Hanoi is very 
fr-of, DonalA'Kaliah 

Stewart Meaeham slow we cannot be sure when the letter will 
Prof. Bea Seitzmancome, but we will forward it as »oon as it arrives here. 
Prof. Franz^Schurmann 

Ethel Taylor We are very pleased to be able to perform this service 

* Barbara Webster and hope that you will feel free to be in touch with us 

Srudl Young should you have any questions. 


*> staff At the same time, we are continuing to work towards 

thu immediate and complete withdrawal of all U.S. 
troops from Southeast Asia so that soon all families, 
American and Vietnamese, can be united again. 

Sincerely, 

Cora Weiss Dave Dellinger 

P. S. Kindly excuse the mimeographed letter, but 
there are many families to reach at the same time. 
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INFORMATION sheet 
Functions of the Committee 


The Committee of Liaison seeks to facilitate communication 
between servicemen imprisoned in North Vietnam and their 
families in the United States. The Committee receives 
letters from servicemen and forwards them to the families 
through the domestic mails. It also forwards letters to 
North Vietnam at the request of families. Families are 
of course, still free to send letters directly but should 
not the correct address for both letters and packages: 

Name of serviceman, serial number 

Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilots Captures in the D.V.R. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

via Moscow. U.S.S.R. 


Captured servicemen may receive one letter a month and one 
package (not over six pounds in weight) every other month. 

The Committee does not forward packages. It is suggested that letters 

• j 1 i ■ ■ ■ 

sent to the Committee for forwarding be sealed and that stamps be 
enclosed (not affixed) as letters are forwarded in packets. 

The Committee is only able to be of help with respect to men who have been 
shot down over;:North Vietnam. 


The Committee also is able to request information regarding the status of 
men thought to have been shot down over North Vietnam and captured there. 
For such inquiries the Committee needs to have the individual's service 


1 1 rt ^ 

ji uui u z: i 


ft V\ 

aiiu 


ft lft T. 

ClilJ 


ft Tf ft ^ 1 ft 1 A 

ayanauic 


■f P *-i n> ft 4 - ^ /N M 

im u; uia o_l vjxi 


a o 


^ a 


t.f V-% a 
"iia ii 


fl V\ ft? 

CL I ill 


1 . 1 V\ A M A 
tuju i a 


Vs A 
140 


u/ n n 
nan 


IS Vl A +* 

Oii u u 


ft? A lift VS 

un ll* 


With respect to such requests the Committee would expect to receive a letter 
to his family if the Individual is being held in North Vietnam. If the 
individual is known to be dead or if the North Vietnamese have no information 
regarding him, the Committee expects to receive that word to the extenC 
possible. In any case the Committee will communicate with the family 
concerned as soon as It receives word. In this way we expect that as Xuan 
Thuy, head of the North Vietnamese delegation in Paris, has said, gradually 
all families of servicemen . held in North Vietnam will hear from their 
relatives , 


Background 

The Committee of Liaison has been established in response to an initiative 
created by the North Vietnamese and is an extension of previous efforts. 

It is not in any sense representing the government of North Vietnam. 
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Since 1965 there have been a number of meetings between people of Vietnam 
(from both the North and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam) 
and Americans who oppose the war. On three separate occasions represen- 
tatives of the American anti-war movement have gone to Hanoi and have 
returned with released servicemen. On one occasion an American peace 
activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia, to receive thsee American soldiers 
who were released by the National Liberation Front, Americans visiting 
Hanoi have frequently carried letters to capttired servicemen at the 
request of their families and they have brought back letters when they 
have returnod to the United States, On several occasions such visitors 
from the peace movement have met with capttired pilots in Hanoi, 

The Committee 


The Committee of Liaison believes that the safe return of U.S. servicemen 
capttred in North Vietnam and the half -million others that the United 
States maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, and aboard naval 
vessets can only come with a decision on the part of the U.S, government 
to completely withdraw from Vietnam, Because of this conyiction, we who 
are serving on this Committee will also continue our efforts aimed at the 
immediate and complete withdrawal of all U.S, armed forces and weapons. 

As individuals Committee members are actiwe in a variety of organizations 
and groups committed to ending the war: the New Mobilization Committee to 

End the ’.Var in Vietnam, The Conspiracy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnagi, U.S. Inter-religious Committee on Peace, Fellowship of Reconcil- 
iation, Newsreel, Women Against Daddy Warbucks, Lawyers Committee on 
Vietnam, and Women Strike for Peace. 

The Committee of Liaison is entirely dependent on donations from 
individuals and organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its work. 
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